
 
 

 
 
 

 

Train Horns & Quiet Zones 
 

 Federal law requires that all trains traveling on or adjacent to freight tracks sound their 
horns when the train approaches a railroad crossing. This requirement falls under the 
Federal Train Horn Rule (49 CFR Part 222).  

 Quiet zones are railroad line segments where train operators don’t have to sound their 
train horns at crossings on a routine basis. As required by the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), operators are required to sound a train horn in an emergency 
situation or if maintenance workers are working near the tracks.  

 Federal regulations require cities and counties to file an application requesting a quiet 
zone. RTD’s Responsible Rail Amendment – adopted by its board of directors in 2007 – 
calls for active involvement from RTD in helping communities establish quiet zones 
along commuter rail lines.  

 Adams County and the city of Arvada have submitted applications for quiet zones along 
the entire G Line, with RTD assisting in the application process.  

 Until quiet zones are approved and established, the public will hear train horns during 
the testing of the G Line and throughout the regulatory approvals process.  

 The implementation of quiet zones is not guaranteed by the opening day of any rail 
corridor, including G Line. Quiet zones will be established once all regulatory approvals 
are processed, which could take place after a rail line’s opening. 

 Until quiet zones are established, locomotive engineers must begin to sound train horns 
at least 15 seconds, and no more than 20 seconds, before all public grade crossings.  

 A "good faith" exception applies in locations where engineers can’t precisely estimate 
their arrival at a crossing and begin to sound a horn no more than 25 seconds before 
arriving at the crossing. 

 If a train is traveling faster than 60 mph, engineers will not sound a horn until the train is 
within a quarter-mile of a crossing, even if the advance warning is less than 15 seconds. 

 Train horns must be sounded in a standardized pattern of 2 long, 1 short and 1 long 
blasts. The Federal Train Horn Rule does not stipulate the durations of long and short 
blasts. The pattern must be repeated or prolonged until the lead locomotive or lead cab 
car passes through the grade crossing.  

 If quiet zones are approved, train operators are still required to sound a horn in any 
event considered unsafe or if maintenance workers are along the tracks. Likewise, 
anytime the FRA deems it necessary, quiet zones can be eliminated and horn use 
resumed if unsafe incidents increase at any crossings.  

 


