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STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS
The Arvada Municipal Code defines the permissible periods allowed by the City for the following:

RETURNS
When a taxpayer fails or refuses to file a return, the total tax liability may be assessed and collected
at any time. In the case of a false or fraudulent filed return the total tax liability may be assessed, or
proceedings for the collection of such total tax liability may be begun at any time.

ASSESSMENTS
No notice of assessment shall be issued more than three years after:
 The due date of such total tax liability when returns have been filed; or
 For a construction project which requires a city building permit, the date the final
certificate of occupancy was issued for such project; or
 For a construction project not requiring a city building permit, the date of completion of
the project is used.

REFUNDS
Any claim for refund for disputed total tax liability shall be submitted to the city on or before 60 days
from the date of such purchase.
Any claim for refund resulting from a notice of overpayment shall be submitted to the city on or
before 30 days after the date of such notice of overpayment.
Any other claim for refund shall be filed on or before three years after the date such overpayment
was paid to the city.

LIENS
No notice of lien shall be issued more than three years after the due date of the total tax liability. If
the limitation period is extended, a notice of lien may be filed on or before 30 days from the date of
the notice of assessment issued for such extended period.

PROTESTS
No protest of a Notice of Assessment or Denial of a Claim for Refund shall be valid if submitted to
the finance director in other than written form or after the period allowed in this chapter (no later than
30 calendar days after the date of the Notice of Assessment or Denial of a Claim for Refund).

AUDITS
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The period of limitation may be extended before its expiration.
The taxpayer and the finance director may agree in writing to extend the period.
If the city provides written notice to the taxpayer prior to the expiration of the period of limitation that
the latter's records will be audited pursuant to this article, such period of limitation shall be extended
for the audit period until 30 days after the date of the notice of assessment or notice of overpayment
issued as a result of such audit. The term "audit period" includes all reporting periods with due dates
which fall within the 36 month period preceding the date of the notice of audit, or if a city building
permit is required, the period between the issuance of such building permit and the issuance of a
final certificate of occupancy.
Performance of an audit does not constitute a statute of limitations or preclude additional audits of
the same period within the parameters of this chapter.

EXAMPLES
1. Dan's Tile Company has never filed a use tax return with the City. Dan's has had

several jobs in Arvada beginning in 2015. When selected for audit, Dan's material
purchase records may be examined back to January 1, 2015. The statute of
limitations will not protect Dan's since they failed to file a return and therefore use
taxes due for periods after January 1, 2015 may be assessed at any time.
2. XYZ Wool Distributing has been selected for an audit. When contacted by

telephone, XYZ states that due to scheduling conflicts, they could not allow an
auditor into their place of business for at least three months. The delay of the audit
will not affect the audit period as was stated in the Notice of Audit.
3. A Lakewood customer purchased construction materials from and Arvada Hardware
Store for their residence that is being built in Lakewood. The purchaser did not
provide their Lakewood Building Permit at the time of purchase and is now
requesting a refund from the City of Arvada. The purchaser only has 60 days from
the purchase date to submit a Claim for Refund.
4. ABC Retailer is an Arvada license business. ABC Retailer discovered an
accounting error in filing their 2018 returns and has requested a refund after filing
amended returns for those periods. ABC Retailer will need to provide supporting
documentation with the Claim for Refund prior to the refund being processed. The
Claim for Refund and documentation will need to be received on or before 3 years
from when the taxes were paid.
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ARVADA MUNICIPAL CODE – Chapter 98 – Taxation
Sec. 98-75. - Appeal of denial of refund and demand for hearing.
An appeal of a denial of a refund and demand for administrative hearing shall be submitted in writing
to the finance director no later than 30 calendar days after the date of the denial of the refund and
shall identify the amount of the refund requested and the basis for the appeal. Failure to appeal a
denial of a refund and demand an administrative hearing shall constitute a waiver of the right to
contest such denial.
Sec. 98-94 - Statute of limitations.
Unless the limitation period has been extended as provided in this section, the statute of limitations for
provisions contained in this chapter shall be as follows:
(1)

Refunds.
a.

Any claim for refund for disputed total tax liability shall be submitted to the city on or before 60 days
from the date of such purchase.

b.

Any claim for refund resulting from a notice of overpayment shall be submitted to the city on or
before 30 days after the date of such notice of overpayment.

c. Any other claim for refund shall be filed on or before three years after the date such overpayment
was paid to the city.
(2)

Assessments. No notice of assessment shall be issued more than three years after:
a.

The due date of such total tax liability when returns have been filed; or

b.

For a construction project which requires a city building permit, the date the final certificate of
occupancy was issued for such project; or

c. For a construction project not requiring a city building permit, the date of completion of the
project.
(3) Liens. No notice of lien shall be issued more than three years after the due date of the total tax
liability. If the limitation period is extended, a notice of lien may be filed on or before 30 days from the
date of the notice of assessment issued for such extended period.
(4)

Returns.
a.

When a taxpayer fails or refuses to file a return, the total tax liability may be assessed and
collected at any time.

b. In the case of a false or fraudulent filed return the total tax liability may be assessed, or
proceedings for the collection of such total tax liability may be begun at any time.
(5) Protests. No protest of a notice of assessment or denial of a claim for refund shall be valid if
submitted to the finance director in other than written form or after the period allowed in this
chapter.
(6)

Limitation. The period of limitation may be extended before its expiration.
a.

The taxpayer and the finance director may agree in writing to extend the period.

b. If the city provides written notice to the taxpayer prior to the expiration of the period of
limitation that the latter's records will be audited pursuant to this article, such period of limitation
shall be extended for the audit period until 30 days after the date of the notice of assessment or
notice of overpayment issued as a result of such audit. The term "audit period" includes all
reporting periods with due dates which fall within the 36 month period preceding the date of the
notice of audit, or if a city building permit is required, the period between the issuance of such
building permit and the issuance of a final certificate of occupancy.
(7)
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Sec. 98-99. - Appeal and demand for hearing.
In the event that the taxpayer or vendor disputes a notice of assessment issued to the vendor or
taxpayer for failure to file a return, underpayment of tax owed or as a result of an audit, or disputes
a denial of a refund, he shall no later than 30 calendar days after the date of the notice of
assessment or denial of refund file a written appeal and demand for an administrative hearing
which demand will stay the sale under any pending distraint warrant (until the conclusion of the
hearing). Any such appeal and demand for hearing shall identify the amount of tax disputed and
the basis for the appeal. In the event that it is determined at the hearing that the taxpayer's liability
is less than the amount in the possession of the finance director, if any, such excess shall be paid
to the taxpayer forthwith. Failure to file a written appeal and demand for an administrative hearing
shall constitute a waiver of the right to contest such liability; however, when such hearing is
requested, the final decision rendered therein shall be appealable to the district court as provided
by law.

THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS A SUMMARY IN LAYMAN'S TERMS OF THE RELEVANT ARVADA TAX LAW FOR
THIS SUBJECT, INDUSTRY, OR BUSINESS SEGMENT. IT IS NOT INTENDED FOR LEGAL PURPOSES TO BE
SUBSTITUTED FOR THE FULL TEXT OF THE ARVADA TAX CODE. HOWEVER, THE TAX GUIDE SHALL BE USED
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ARVADA TAX CODE (CHAPTER 98) IN DETERMINING TAX LIABILITY.
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