
Arvada Reservoir Noxious Weed and Algae Treatments (Summer 2022) 

 

On Monday, July 11, Arvada Reservoir will be closed for the treatment of milfoil, a noxious 

weed that has become pervasive throughout the Colorado Front Range (see Figure 1). Arvada 

Reservoir has not had milfoil mitigation since 2012. This year, about two-thirds of the shallow 

shorelines surrounding Arvada Reservoir are infested with the weed. As Arvada Reservoir is 

first and foremost a drinking water supply, we must ensure safe, treatable and good-tasting 

water. Guests to the reservoir may continue fishing the following day. 

 

Eurasian Watermilfoil is a List B noxious aquatic weed. Cities that have species on the Noxious 

Weeds Lists have a regulatory requirement to mitigate the spread of the species. Unfortunately, 

once milfoil has spread, it is difficult to eradicate. The most effective treatment is a specialized 

herbicide. We only use herbicides that are specifically targeted to milfoil, are approved for 

potable water use, and do not harm fish or aquatic life. All precautions and safeguards will be in 

place, including communications, signage, proper applicator licensing, personal protective 

equipment, boat cleaning procedures, water testing post-treatment, etc.  

 

The long range plan is to apply herbicide treatments to target areas in a single-day application 

during the growth stage of the weed (~July) annually for two to three years. We will then 

evaluate effectiveness and determine ongoing management.  

 

Please note: Monday July 18 is the inclement-weather backup date.  

 

 

Figure 1. Eurasian Watermilfoil. From Wisconsin DNR. Photo credit: Alison Fox, University of Florida 

 

According to USDA “Eurasian watermilfoil forms thick 

mats in shallow areas of a lake, quickly growing and 

spreading to block sunlight, killing off native aquatic 

plants that fish and other underwater species rely on 

for food and shelter. In North America, the plant 

threatens the diversity and abundance of native 

plants as well as the ecological balance of lakes and 

ponds, which in turn adversely affects recreational 

opportunities.”  

 

 

Arvada Utilities may also apply preventive treatments for pesky blue-green algae that create 

geosmin and lead to undesirable taste and odor and extensive customer complaints. These 

treatments will be very small targeted treatments and will not require reservoir closures, but we 

will post signage and notify fishers. Again, only potable water approved algaecides will be used 

and all safeguards put in place.  

 

 


