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3. Why Now? 
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6. Zoning 101 
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2.  PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES  
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Zoning is Subject to the Laws of Nature 
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ÅOne way to state the Second Law of Thermodynamics is: 
ïάbŀǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ŦǊƻƳ 

the orderly to the disorderly, from low entropy to high 
ŜƴǘǊƻǇȅΦέ 

ÅThe Second Law of Thermodynamics is remarkably 
relevant to zoning codes 
ïIncreasing entropy is natural 
ïReducing entropy requires work 

ÅAll codes ultimately reach a critical stage of complexity 



Critical Stage Creates Opportunity for Reform 

Opportunity to UPDATE and ALIGN the LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE with the vision of the 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN and other  

ADOPTED PLANS 
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Arvada Comprehensive Plan Implementation 

6 

Vision  Code  Market  
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3.  WHY NOW? 
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Why Now? 

Current Code (2008) 
Å Zoning districts and standards are 

dated and no longer implement City 
plans and strategic objectives 

Å Difficult to navigate and search ς 
related provisions are dispersed  

Å Requires certain level of expertise to 
understand 

Å Minimal graphics 
Å Incremental updates resulted in 

inconsistencies and duplications 
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Code Reform Objectives 
Å Implement City policies related to 

land development 
Å Create appropriate zones and 

standards to deal with significant 
change and anticipated growth  

Å Enhance predictability and clarity in 
development review and approval 

Å Be customer-friendly / well organized 
Å Present a simple, easy-to-use Code, 

with graphics to convey information 

 



Trends 
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Å Millennials and Baby 
Boomers with small 
households seek higher-
quality units near 
amenities and transit 

Å Parking reductions due to 
transit and other modes 

Å Modular and other factory-
built construction 
techniques 

 

Å Shared bicycles/cars, 
increased use of ride 
sharing (e.g., Uber and Lyft) 

Å Autonomous cars 

Å Smart City (electric 
vehicles, parking) 

Land Use Transportation TOD and Infill 
Å Expanding beyond 

the ½ mile radius for 
TOD due to biking to 
stations 

Å New mixed-use 
development in 
traditionally retail 
corridors 
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DRCOG and Mile High Compact 

ÅMile High Compact (2000) 
ïRegional planning and growth 

commitment by 46 communities 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5w/hD ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
population 
ïEach community committed, as a part of 

Metro Vision, to work in a coordinated 
manner to accommodate projected 
growth 
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Population Growth in the Region 

ÅThe Denver Region is projected to grow: 
ïApproximately 1.16 million new residents and 600,000 

new jobs by 2040 (DRCOG Metro Vision) 
ïWŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

counties (e.g., Adams, Arapahoe) 
ïJefferson County will add approximately 110,000 residents 

by 2040 
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!ǊǾŀŘŀΩǎ DǊƻǿǘƘ 

Å Continued population growth ς 
almost 11,000 new residents 
between 2010 and 2016 (10% 
increase) 

Å High proportion of one- and two-
person households (approx. 63% 
combined) 

Å tǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ нлор ǇƻǇΩƴΥ  мпмΣллл 
Å tǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ άōǳƛƭŘ-ƻǳǘέ ǇƻǇΩƴΥ  мрпΣллл 
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Source: Census Annual Population Estimates 



TOD ς Percent Complete or In Progress 
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Sheridan TOD 
 
 

Completed  - 19% 
Projects Underway  - 10% 
Opportunity Sites  - 71% 

 

 

Olde Town TOD 
 
 

Completed  - 68% 
Projects Underway  - 22% 
Opportunity Sites  - 10% 

 

Arvada Ridge 
TOD 

 

Completed  - 70% 
Projects Underway  - 18% 
Opportunity Sites  - 12% 

 
 

Ward TOD 
 
 

Completed  - 0% 
Projects Underway  - 79% 
Opportunity Sites  - 21% 

 
 

79% 90% 88% 29% 
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     Evaluate Opportunities for  
Transit-Supportive Development 

Approx. 26,000 Arvada 
residents (23% of our 
population) live within 1 mile 
of a light rail station 

Ralston 
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Opportunities for land use 
coordination with Wheat Ridge 
and Jefferson County 

Development opportunities along corridors 


