Arvada Blizzard circa 1913

1 Arva-Pride Flour Mill,

be used by automobile dealerships until it was converted to retail and
service establishments in 1950’s. Twentieth Century Commercial with
moderate alterations.

5590 Wadsworth Blvd • Built in
1926 by Eugene Benjamin on land
that he leased from the Colorado &
Southern Railroad for $48 a year.
The workers used only hand tools
to dig the basement and build the
mill. He called his building “ironclad”. The metal is an alloy of steel
and tin with a pressed brick
pattern. Many local farmers made their living by growing grain and
selling it to Benjamin. Tours are given by appointment. Contact the
Arvada Historical Society 303-431-1261. Early Twentieth Century
Industrial

18 Craig-Frederick Chevrolet Building

5760-66 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1946-47 by Ralph Ashton for
Fred Craig and C.T. Frederick, the building housed their automobile
agency when it moved from Golden. Art Moderne style with minor
alterations.

19 Shrine of St Anne Catholic Church

7555 Grant Place • Built in 1922 by a 50 member parish and has
been a Catholic church since its inception.

20 McIlvoy House

7307 Grandview Ave. • Built in 1897 by Dennis D and Clemency
McIlvoy, this residence was surrounded by beautiful gardens. In 1919,
after Dennis’s death Clemency donated her home and grounds to the
town of Arvada intended to always be used for public purposes. It has
housed American Legion offices and the public library. To hear more
about the McIlvoy’s, visit the Historical Society inside, Tues-Sat from
11-3pm. Edwardian Vernacular style with moderate alteration

2 The Arvada Water Tower

• Looking to the west it is hard to miss Arvada’s most well know landmark. “Celebration Day”, Oct 12, 1910, was opening day of
the tower. Arvada fireman had water fights
to show off the high pressure which was
gravity fed, thus the reason for its amazing
height. The population of Arvada at the time
was 840. The tank was in operation up
until 1975, along with other water sources.

21 Wilson House

3 First National Bank/Fuller Block

7530 Grandview Ave • Built in 1904, originally of locally
manufactured red brick similar to that of other buildings in the area.
The tile façade was added in the late 1930’s or early 1940’s to “update”
the appearance. In its early days, the building housed First National
Bank in the west end, a hardware store in the center, and a Cash and
Carry Grocery in what is now the bank drive-thru. The bank was
established in 1896 with $10,000 in cash. During the Great
Depression there was a national bank moratorium where all banks were
ordered closed until financial stability was achieved. This was the only
bank in Jefferson County allowed to reopen after the moratorium
ended. International style with moderate alterations to the building
exterior
The first electric traffic signal in all of Jefferson County was installed
on the corner of Grandview Ave and Wadsworth Blvd in October of
1940.

4 The Nicolino Building

• Built in 1925. Marcello Nicolino purchased the Continental Oil
Company on the corner and the Reno property, razed the old Reno
home, and built a two-story brick structure on the site. In July, Dawson and Dawson opened the first “serve yourself cash grocery,” on the
first floor of the building. Offices and apartments were located on the
second floor. In 1928 a Piggley-Wiggley Grocery Store took a fiveyear lease on the building. Marcello Nicolino, owner of the building,
built an addition on the west side for the Piggley-Wiggley Meat Market. Some time between 1933 and 1938, this store became Arvada’s
first Safeway.

8 Greene House

5625 Wadsworth Blvd • Built in 1889 by Dr. Edward Greene, an
osteopath, this small building served as his residence and office until
1904. This was a rather typical family home of this time period. In
1940 Marquis Johnson operated the Johnson and Son Insurance
Company here. He came to Arvada in 1916, served on the Town
Council and helped organize the Chamber of Commerce and the
Harvest Festival. Residential vernacular type with moderate alterations.

9 Arvada Electric Company

5655 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1939 with two storefronts, the local
electric company occupied the south side. Through the 1960’s, the
north side of the building housed a cold storage and food locker plant
with more than 300 individual food lockers, each 5.5 cubic feet that
were rented out for $1 a month. Art Moderne style with minor alterations

10 Clear Creek Valley Grange

5665 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1874, this building is the second
oldest grange hall in the United States and is the oldest remaining
building in Olde Town Arvada. The Grange of the Patrons of
Husbandry was a national organization founded to help farmers.
The hall was used for Grange and other community activities until the
mid-1960s. Its current use as a theater still attracts the community.
Wood frame vernacular type with moderate alterations.

11 Albers Funeral Home

7510 W 57th Ave • Built in 1940, Herman Albers operated his
funeral home until 1963 in this building. It was also the Albers family
home. Art Moderne style with moderate alterations.

12 Church

7500 W 57th Ave. • The land for this structure was donated by B.F.
Wadsworth. The Methodist Episcopal congregation was organized in
1870. They met at the grange hall until funds were acquired to build
the original structure. The first service was held in the church in 1897.
The construction process lasting about 21 years while the steeple and
other amenities were still being built. That building was razed and
rebuilt in 1923. Visit the Historical Society to hear about the death
of Mr. Wadsworth. Gothic Revival style with moderate alterations.

13 Army Navy Surplus
5 A. L. Davis Block

7535 Grandview Ave and 5642-5630 Wadsworth Blvd. • In 1916,
A.L. Davis, owner of the first automobile dealership in town, built the
two-story building between Grandview and the alley to the north to
house his Dodge Brothers and Chevrolet automobile sales and service
business. There were modern apartments upstairs and a drugstore on
the corner. The bricks were made at the Denver Shale and Brick Co.
which was located at 62nd Ave and Carr St. The northern sections
of the building were added in later years as his success prompted
expansion. Twentieth Century Commercial Style with minor alterations to the building exterior.

6 The Arvada School

5701 Wadsworth Blvd. • Originally built for Safeway in 1939, the
structure burned down and was rebuilt to the same specifications in
1989. It was constructed so that pillars were not necessary to support
it. It was the first grocery store in Arvada with refrigerated cases and
grocery carts. The townspeople didn’t know what to make of it.
Safeway had to move to a larger store by 1959. The Arvada Hardware
was here from 1976-85 before the Surplus store moved in.
In 1933 the prohibition enforcement bill was amended to legalize 3.2
beer. 5707 Wadsworth Blvd. was the site of the Dutch Inn, the first
issued beer license was given to Adrian Klein, who opened the Inn.
It had the dirt floor from the previous blacksmith business, nail barrel
seats and wooden planks as sawhorses for tables. Adrian even had to
borrow his beer from a Denver business.

14 Primo Vino

5650 Wadsworth Blvd • This
land was deeded to School District No. 2 in 1876 by Benjamin
Wadsworth when the First Arvada School, a frame one-room
schoolhouse was built. It had a
seating capacity of about 50. It
was replaced by this brick school
house, which seated 125 in 1882,
and was used as a school until 1920 when A. L. Davis then bought it
for $5,000 and enveloped it in an expansion of his building. A movie
theater opened here on January 25, 1921 and operated off and on as a
theater up until the mid 1950’s. This building, which was no longer
recognizable as a school underwent an extensive restoration in 2001 as
a part of the Arvada Urban Renewal Project.

5721 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1910, used as George Scott Hardware. This was the Telephone office from 1919-1952 housing switching
equipment and operating staff. It has been a bakery since 1957.

7 Eustice House

17 The Gold Coin Building
(Ashton Motor Company)

5613 Wadsworth Blvd • Built for his family in 1893 by Thomas
Eustice, a miner from Silver Plume who developed “miners’
consumption” and needed to relocate to lower altitude. In later years,
this was the home and medical office of Dr. Richard Russell. He was
an early Arvada physician, civic leader and the first mayor, but didn’t
reside here until after serving as mayor. In 1934, he sold this home
and his practice. Edwardian Vernacular style with moderate alterations.

5713 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1934 to replace the original building
(1904) which was destroyed by fire. From early on to 1935 it served as
a Blacksmith which was the demise of it. It was the home of
Wadsworth Liquors in 1946-62.

15 Rheinlander Bakery

16 Steve’s Meat Market

5751 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1913 as a livery stable and served as
one up until about 1931 when a blacksmith was added. From 1934-48
it served only as a Blacksmith and Arvada Iron Works. Later businesses included Arvada Tire, Battery and Brake and Lincoln Cab.

5754-56 Wadsworth Blvd. • Built in 1933, Ralph Ashton housed his
automobile dealership here, which he started across the street at 5757
Wads. Ashton was an inventor, business man and civic leader who
served on the Town Board and the Chamber of Commerce.
Financing for the building was provided by Charles and Elsie Meyers
of Silverton, CO in $2,500 worth of gold coins. It is now referred to
as the Gold Coin Building for that reason. The building continued to

7207 Grandview Ave. • Built in 1889 by Major W.H. and Mary
Wilson, this grand wood frame house was “…one of the most
conspicuous buildings along the Colorado Central railroad.”
(Denver Republican, Nov 1889) After the Major died, Marie Moore
purchased the property and it continued to be one of the finest homes
in Arvada where many parties were held. Thomas Yeager bought the
house and turned the barn into a livery stable. This was a prospering
business since it provided feed for horses and shelter for rigs when
farmers drove into Arvada, often leaving their buggies at the stable
while they rode the streetcar into Denver. By the mid 50’s it was the
Arvada Motel.

22 Foster House

7401 Grandview Ave. • Built in 1889, this house served as home and
practice for early Arvada doctors. Harry T. Hallock practiced here
until 1902 when he sold his home and practice to Dr. Richard Russell.
Dr Russell also operated a drug store which was located next door to
his home. This was the first location of the H. A. Ullery Drug Store.
In 1907 Russell sold his home and practice to Dr E. L. Foster who
remained and practiced here for 60 years. Foster was a typical “horse
and buggy” doctor, making house calls in his buggy drawn by “Siegal,”
his favorite horse. The carriage house still stands in the back of the
house. Edwardian Vernacular style residence with minor alterations.

23 Wiebelt Building

7403-7409 Grandview Ave • Built in 1903 by Theodore Wiebelt.
He operated a pool hall on the first floor and the second floor was
home to his family. Many businesses to follow
included Arvada State Bank, Arvada Post Office, mercantile, barber
shop and grocery store. Twentieth Century Commercial style with
moderate alterations.

24 7411-7425 Grandview • These four buildings were constructed
between 1885-1895 and look very much the same as they did in 1909.
They housed an array of early businesses. All are Nineteenth Century
Commercial style except 7411-15 which is Neo-Victorian
25 Barth Building

7427 Grandview Ave. • Built
in 1898 by A. H. Barth, this
building was the town’s first two
story brick commercial building. It is the only commercial
building with its original cast
iron front remaining. The first
floor was a grocery and hardware store, then just grocery up
until 1948. The second floor
was used as a residence and
large community hall.
Barth (1848-1921) was instrumental in getting telephone service to
Arvada and also active in the development of the electric and water
systems. He served on the Town Board and was Mayor in 1906.
Nineteenth Century Commercial with moderate alterations.

26 Nolan Building

7501-03 Grandview Ave. • Built in 1908 of brick from the Denver
Shale & Brick Co (north of Arvada) this structure was a major
commercial building housing mainly Arvada’s longest operating
business, Arvada Pharmacy. The business was known as Rexall and
owned by H. A. Ullery from 1908-16, F.A. Mahannah Drugs 1916-33.
In 1934 Herman A. Albers opened the Arvada Mortuary in this space.
This was Arvada’s first mortuary since the death of H S Burton in
1925. Although the location of the mortuary changed soon, he
continued to serve in Arvada for nearly 30 years. George Wendt
became the pharmacist at the Miles Drug Store located here in 1935
and renamed it Arvada Pharmacy in 1937, it became known as
“Georges” and remained for 30 years. His classic soda fountain
became a popular hangout for teens. In January 1969, the Arvada
Pharmacy went out of business when Don and “Cotton” Shelley,
owners of the Shelly Drug Store located at 5738 Wads, purchased the
store from Tom Engel, and closed it. At the time of the sale, the
Arvada Pharmacy was believed to be one of the oldest drug stores in
the state. In 1948 the Odd Fellows added the $18,000 remodel & addition. 7503 housed the Arvada Post Office from 1908-1925 and the
Telephone Company was housed on the second floor from 1912-1920.
In 1913 there were 450 telephone subscribers. Nineteenth Century
Commercial style with moderate alteration.

