
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMO 
 

Date:  October 27, 2020  

 

To:  Interested Parties 

 

From: Brita Van Horne, Community and Economic Development Deputy Director, CBO 

 

Subject: Information Regarding Updated Building Codes and Family Child Care Homes 

 

As it relates to family child care homes, the City of Arvada’s updated building codes, 

which became effective on October 1, 2020, apply to “new license numbers” issued on or 

after October 1, 2020 but with the following clarifications.  The process by which the 

State issues a paper and child care provider license number does not exactly correlate to 

management of City Ordinances including the City’s adopted building codes. The 

following adds additional details providers need to make decisions about making changes 

to their operations. 

  

The City's updated building codes do not require the addition of a fire sprinkler if a 

provider needs to update their license due to the change in family members living in the 

house and listed on the license.  This could be caused by a divorce, for example, where a 

spouse is removed from the State licensing information but all other aspects of the home 

child care facility remain the same.  It is not the intent that if a family child care provider 

adds/changes rooms to the area used for child care but still within the same home, that a 

sprinkler system would be required as long as the added rooms met any state 

requirements.  This is assuming that the number of children remains the same (for 

existing facilities regardless of number of children) or if increasing, does not increase 

beyond eight (8) children not including the provider’s own children (any birth, adopted, 

step or foster children). 

  

If a provider moves to a new location/home, for purposes of the City’s adopted building 

code, this is consider to be a new child care facility regardless of the State reusing the old 

number or reissuing a new number.  A new zoning verification letter and review in 

accordance with the codes would be required.  These are considerations a provider needs 

to take into account before choosing to move to a new location. 

   

Experienced Child Care Providers (ECCP) or Large Family Child Care Homes (LFCH) 

licensees with an approved current capacity of above eight (8) would be allowed to keep 

that capacity without the requirement of fire sprinklers as long as they are not moving the 

operation to a new home. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The City of Arvada will approve new ECCP, LFCH or any other State license types on 

and after October 1, 2020 as long as the family child care facility meets the requirements 

of the City’s adopted codes.  If a provider would like to keep the operation to eight (8) 

children not including the provider’s own children (any birth, adopted, step or foster 

children), so a sprinkler system is not required, we will simply note this on the zoning 

letter and/or State form that are filled out by the City. 

  

General home remodeling or improvements would not trigger the requirement for a 

sprinkler system.  Permits and inspections would be required just like any non-child care 

home where remodeling is taking place. 

  

The City of Arvada is following the Governor’s Executive Orders and will follow any 

future extensions or Executive Orders related to family child care facilities without 

requiring sprinkler systems purely because of the increased number of children as 

allowed by the Orders.  For new facilities on or after October 1, 2020, the number of 

children can be nine (9) for the duration of the order without installing a sprinkler 

system.  Existing facilities can have one additional child above the number currently 

approved, for the duration of the orders.  When the orders expire, all facilities will need 

to revert back to the number of children, not including the provider’s own children (any 

birth, adopted, step or foster children), as before the Orders were issued. 

  

If desired by the provider, existing family child care operations that are currently 

approved for less than eight (8) children not including the provider’s own children (any 

birth, adopted, step or foster children), can request a new letter from the City and go 

through any State required process to increase their operations to eight (8) children not 

including the provider’s own children (any birth, adopted, step or foster children).  A 

sprinkler system would not be required as long as they do not exceed eight (8) children, 

not including the providers own children, and during the Governor’s Executive Order, 

nine (9) children which would revert back to eight (8) once the Order or subsequent 

orders expire. 

 

If providers have questions about the unique characteristics of their operation or are 

contemplating changes to their family daycare facility and would like more information, 

please contact Brita Van Horne at bvanhorne@arvada.org or call 720-898-7617.   
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