August - September 2022

In this issue:
September is National Preparedness
Month! Check out our emergency
preparedness pullout guide
pages 11-14

Connect with Us
Business Meetings: 1st and 3rd Mondays; Workshops: 2nd and 4th Mondays.
For information on attending or viewing a Council meeting, visit arvada.org.

Engage with City Council

Mayor
Marc Williams
720-935-4979
MWilliams@
arvada.org

Mayor ProTem
Councilmember
District 4
David Jones
720-889-8860
DJones@
arvada.org

Councilmember
At Large
Bob Fifer
303-929-4278
BFifer@
arvada.org

Councilmember Councilmember Councilmember Councilmember
At Large
District 1
District 2
District 3
Lisa Smith
Randy Moorman Lauren Simpson John Marriott
720-675-8854 720-772-6651 720-900-1444 720-273-3912
LSmith@
RMoorman@
LSimpson@
JMarriott@
arvada.org
arvada.org
arvada.org
arvada.org

Visit arvada.org

Engage at SpeakUp.Arvada.org

Call us 720-898-7000

Inquire at arvada.org/AskArvada

711 Relay Colorado for Deaf,
Hard of Hearing and Speech Disabilities

Subscribe to arvada.org/ArvadaNews
Follow us @CityofArvada

Emergency
Non-Emergency Dispatch
Police Records
Animal Control
Arvada Economic Development
Arvada Urban Renewal
Building Inspections
Building Permits
City Clerk’s Office
City Manager’s Office
Code Enforcement
Communications
Engagement Hotline
Finance
Housing
Lake Arbor Golf Club

9-1-1
720-898-6900
720-898-6920
720-898-6850
720-898-7010
720-898-7060
720-898-7630
720-898-7620
720-898-7550
720-898-7500
720-898-7465
720-898-7507
720-898-7654
720-898-7120
720-898-7494
720-898-7360

Liquor Licenses
Majestic View Nature Center
Municipal Court
Park Pavilion Reservations
Planning and Zoning
Sales Tax
Special Event Permits
Streets
Traffic Signals and Signs
Victim Outreach Line
Voter Registration
Waste Hauling and Recycling
Water Bills
Water Quality (business hours)
Water Quality (after hours)
West Woods Golf Club

720-898-7550
720-898-7405
720-898-7150
720-898-7410
720-898-7435
720-898-7100
720-898-7435
720-898-7720
720-898-7740
720-898-6770
720-898-7550
720-898-7575
720-898-7070
720-898-7800
720-898-7820
720-898-7370
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The Arvada Harvest Festival returns with a new location!
The historic Arvada Harvest Festival will be bigger and better than ever this year. The three-day event commemorating its
97th year will be held Friday through Sunday, Sept. 9 - 11, at its new location: the Harold D. Lutz Sports Complex (W. 58th
Avenue and Kipling Street). The festival provides fun for the whole family and features free live music, a beer garden, midway, family activities and more. Come check out local food vendors, artisan vendors and a kid zone! Admission is free!

For a complete list of festival activity details including days, times and locations,
visit arvadaharvestfestival.com.
Parade route and festivities
The Arvada Harvest Festival Grand Parade will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 10. The route for this year’s parade will be
on 58th Avenue from Taft Street east to Miller Street. Parade floats will match the 2022 theme: “Dancing in the Street.”
Kids (12 and under) are invited to decorate the parade route with sidewalk chalk before the parade. The traditional Pancake
Breakfast will be served at 7 a.m. in the large beer garden before the parade begins.

Sponsors, vendors, parade participants
wanted
Are you interested in being a vendor? Want to be
in the parade? Want to showcase your business as
an event sponsor? There are still spots available!
To learn more and sign up, visit ArvadaHarvest
Festival.com.

About The Arvada Harvest Festival
The Arvada Harvest Festival, which commemorates the history of the once primarily farming
community of Arvada, began in October 1925
to celebrate the completion of the ﬁrst concrete
road (Grandview Ave.) between Arvada and
Denver. The 2022 Arvada Harvest Festival is
presented by the Arvada Junior Chamber Foundation, Inc. The City of Arvada is the 2022 Title
Sponsor and major partner of this year’s event.
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Arvada Historical Society Celebrates 50 Years!
In August 2022, the Arvada Historical Society will celebrate its Golden Anniversary: 50 years! In this edition of the Arvada
Report, the Historical Society will fill us in on how the organization got started. In the next two editions, we will learn about
its many accomplishments and what the continued preservation of Arvada’s rich history looks like going forward.

Part 1: The early years
Fifty years ago, in 1972, Lois Lindstrom led a group
of citizens to establish the nonprofit Arvada Historical Society (the Society). They promptly embarked
on an ambitious program to discover, document
and preserve the history of Arvada and the surrounding area.
During the first 25 years, the Society established
the foundation of historical preservation in Arvada.
At that time, the Society had no central location.
Everyone worked from their homes. The Arvada
research library, known as the Archives, was once
housed in the basement of a volunteer’s home.

Lois Lindstrom

Lindy Lindstrom working
on the stairs at the Mill

Subsequent generations built on this foundation.
With the City of Arvada’s offer of historic McIlvoy
House as a home in 2005, the Society could now
share the accumulated history at a central location.
Today, a visit to historic McIlvoy House is a unique
experience. Arvada’s roots in the 1859 Gold Rush
and the town that emerged from those days of yore,
are illustrated by original documents and historians,
who tell the story of our evolution from an 1859
pioneer society to today’s city.

Coming next edition . . .

McIlvoy House

Look for Part 2 of “The Arvada Historical Society: Celebrating 50 years” in the October/November Arvada Report to learn
about the Society’s many accomplishments. In the meantime, please visit the historic McIlvoy House or the Flour Mill.
For more information, call the Society at 303-431-1261, or visit the new website at historyarvada.org.
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What’s happening with the old Kmart?
The closure of Arvada’s Kmart store has been
a topic for discussion since the doors shut in
September of 2018. In partnership with The
Morgan Group, Arvada Urban Renewal Authority (AURA) is excited to share new details
as this project breaks ground in our Ralston
Fields Urban Renewal Area.
The project site plan will consist of a five-story, mixed-use development containing
residential and non-residential uses. Three
multi-family buildings will include 348 units
with 17 units reserved for incomes at 80 percent of the area median income. The project
also includes 10,000 SF of retail space and a
1-acre park.
The proposed main street within the development is consistent with the vision of the
urban renewal plan, creates connections
between the existing uses to the east and west,
and jogs to slow traffic through the proposed
mixed-use community. The main street also
features an urban streetscape, providing commercial uses and wide sidewalks interspersed
with plantings to create a pedestrian-friendly
experience. Adding to the urban vibe is the
Morgan’s Group plan to dress the exterior of
the building in murals or other large scale
artwork.
For more information on this project
and many others, please visit arvadaurban
renewal.org. For construction progress
photos and updates along the way, follow
AURA on social media @arvadaurban
renewal.

Design rendering: view from W. 58th Avenue looking northeast

Design rendering: view from W. 58th Avenue looking northwest.
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Planning your utility systems for the future of Arvada
As an Arvada resident, you rely on your water and wastewater utilities to be there when you need them. Turn on the tap and
clean water comes out. Flush your toilet and wastewater leaves your house. And that is just the way the system should work!

Did you know:
• The city’s water and wastewater systems date to the
early 20th century with current components installed
starting in the 1950s.
• Between the 1960s and 1980s, Arvada residents provided a funding boost through bonds to our water and
wastewater systems. Those infrastructure components
are reaching the end of their useful life.
• Each year, the City team prioritizes projects in our system
to keep delivering the level of service residents have
come to expect.
• The city’s water and wastewater systems are vast with
raw water components, two drinking water treatment
facilities, over 600 miles of water pipe and over 450
miles of wastewater pipe.
• Replacing and rehabilitating our vast water and wastewater systems is paid for through customer rates and
bimonthly service fees.
• New building projects in our city pay for their impact on
our water and wastewater systems. System development
charges are collected from new homes and businesses,
and these funds pay for the new capacity needed to
serve them. Once in the city system, these customers pay
rates like everyone else.i

Master planning provides a roadmap for future investments in our utility systems
In Fall 2020, City Council provided strategic direction to
complete master plans for water, wastewater and storm
infrastructure by 2023. Master plans provide the City team
with a roadmap to prioritize work that needs to be done in
our water and wastewater systems. Master plans also surface
potential outcomes of not doing the work.

sets that the City built between the 1960s and 1980s provided reliable service for many decades. These assets are now
in need of major rehabilitation or replacement in order to
continue to serve Arvada residents into the future. The City
team and City Council are engaged in a process to prioritize
and determine funding needed for these projects.

Just like staying on top of home or car repairs, our infrastructure requires regular maintenance and, at times, major
spending in order to keep the systems functioning 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days per year. The infrastructure as-

To learn more about master planning, view presentations
the City team has made to City Council and learn about
next steps, visit arvada.org/utilities-transparency.
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The Arvada Economic Development Association (AEDA) is the Arvada community’s business-to-government contact.
If your Arvada business has a question or needs support, AEDA staff is here to assist at 720-898-7010 or bizinfo@arvada.org.

How do you stay informed about Arvada
business?

Register to attend a monthly Community
Impact Forum

The City team saw a need to check in with the community
about how we communicate business news and activities
in Arvada. In the spring of 2022, we launched a survey on
Speakup Arvada to ask residents how they would like to
receive business news. Here is what we heard:

The Arvada Chamber of Commerce is committed to
its vision: Healthy businesses, thriving community. As
a champion for a stronger Arvada at large, the Chamber continues to work with business leaders and elected
officials to develop programs and events that help this
community prosper.

• The top ways respondents receive their news are the
Arvada Report, the Arvada Press and social media.
• About half the respondents recognized the “Invest in
Arvada” logo, and the majority understood that “Invest
in Arvada” is a campaign to shop locally to support
Arvada businesses.

In 2022, the Arvada Chamber of Commerce is hosting
a series of Community Impact Forums, which include
critical economic discussions. Monthly, local and state
leaders will share challenges, updates and priorities with
the audience.
Everyone in the community is welcome to attend. If you
have not yet attended a Community Impact Forum,
we encourage you to view our upcoming calendar at
arvadachamber.org/events. Thank you for joining us and
contributing to a healthy, engaged community.

• Overall, the fan favorite stories were about new business openings, how businesses have supported the
community, and how the community has supported
businesses through the pandemic.
Finally, we learned that respondents would like to see
more stories shared on social media and in email newsletters. Based on this feedback, we intend to share more
business stories on Facebook/Twitter @InvestinArvada
and in the Arvada Press email newsletter. We will continue
to explore ways that the City can effectively communicate
business news. To learn more about InvestinArvada, visit
investinArvada.org.
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City of Arvada selects Dig Studio to lead Olde Town Arvada Strategic Reinvestment Plan
The City of Arvada has engaged Denver-based design firm
Dig Studio on a Strategic Reinvestment Plan that includes
the development of a shared twenty-year vision for Olde
Town Arvada.
“We’ve worked hard over the past 20 years to cultivate a
vibrant downtown experience that supports thoughtful
growth while maintaining the unique character and charm
of Olde Town,” said Ryan Stachelski, Director of Community and Economic Development for the City of Arvada. “Our
goal is to work with Dig Studio to build on those efforts
with a comprehensive plan for our outdoor public spaces
that takes into account input from our community and
local businesses, and creates an actionable framework for
future revitalization efforts.”
Over the past two years, the City of Arvada worked with the
Olde Town Business Improvement District (BID) to close
a three-block stretch of the area to vehicle traffic to accommodate additional outdoor dining, and social distancing in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To determine public
response to the closures, the City completed a community
survey and virtual open house in 2021. The project received
overwhelming support, with approximately 90 percent of
respondents in favor of keeping the streets closed.
With this feedback in mind, last year the City moved to
make the closures “semi-permanent,” extending them for
five years and investing in a number of initial placemaking
improvements, which included redoing crosswalks, adding
medians and the placement of more planters. Three large
street murals were also commissioned through a partnership with the Olde Town BID and the Arvada Arts and
Culture Commission.
As part of the project’s scope, Dig Studio will study the impacts of the road closures and examine whether they should
remain permanent, be adjusted in some way or be removed
altogether. Dig Studio will also examine implications for

parking, accessibility, landscaping and hardscaping. The
plan will include recommendations for capital improvement projects that could be spread out over several years to
align with the City’s budget and vision.
“While we know from listening to our community that
there is strong support for keeping the street closures permanent, as with any major decision, we want to go in with
the best information possible and ensure our efforts align
with long-term goals for our downtown experience,” said
Stachelski.
For more information about this plan, visit arvada.org/
olde-town-arvada.

At press time, we had received more than 1,300
responses to Our Olde Town Visioning survey on
Speak Up Arvada! Thank you to all who participated!
You can sign up to receive emails on project updates
at arvada.org/olde-town-arvada.

Sub-Area Planning draft efforts are happening this summer
The goal of creating Sub-Area plans is to focus on targeted areas around the City incorporating the community’s
vision into development or redevelopment that happens
within the area over the next 20 years.
The City of Arvada is continuing its work on establishing
Sub-Area plans for the New Town Arvada and Northwest
Arvada areas. In 2021, there were several community
engagement opportunities including open houses and

survey engagements. All of the gathered feedback from
the community for each area was utilized to prepare the
draft plan recommendations. These recommendations will
be presented to the Arvada City Council this summer.
Once presented and additional feedback is collected on
the draft plans, final Sub-Area plans will be completed.
To learn more about the draft plans being presented
along with informational video and updates, visit
AdvanceArvada.org.
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RESPECT, DEDICATION, RESPONSIBILITY. WE WILL ALWAYS STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE

APD, partners help create a safe learning environment
School starts this month for most of Jefferson and Adams
County schools, which means school safety will be on all
our minds. Schools are a microcosm of society; when we
see an increase in crime throughout the country, we see an
increase in issues in our schools. Parents and children deserve to know that we are doing everything we can to make
the learning environment a safe one.
Over the last two decades, the task of keeping crime out of
the classroom has taken many forms. The most visible is the
implementation of the School Resource Officer (SRO). The
Arvada Police Department (APD) is committed to the SRO
program. We believe that introducing a police officer to the
youngest members of the community in a neutral and calm
setting will set the tone for a better understanding of law
enforcement.
APD follows the National Association of School Resources
Officers (NASRO) “Triad Concept,” which divides the SRO
responsibilities into three areas: teacher, informal counselor
and law enforcement officer. By training law enforcement to
educate, counsel and protect school communities, the men
and women of NASRO continuously lead by example and
promote a positive image of law enforcement to school children and communities. In addition to attending NASRO
training, all APD officers train for many different scenarios.
APD has access to the Frank DeAngelis Community Safety
Center, a Jefferson County School modified into a real-life
scenario training facility in Wheat Ridge. There, APD
officers are trained to respond to active shooter incidents
with the hopes of never having to use those skills. In joint
training, we practice single and multiple officer responses
and exercises with the Arvada Fire Department in medical
rescue drills.

The training is essential; however, APD prefers to work
with students, staff and faculty to be a part of the school
community to stop a problem before it starts. SROs spend a
tremendous amount of time with school personnel addressing concerning behavior and conducting threat assessments
to get help for students. SROs also work with a very successful “Safe2Tell” program to intervene quickly to solve
potential problems. Safe2Tell provides students, parents and
community members a safe and anonymous way to report
information about any issues that concern their safety or
the safety of others. Safe2Tell’s reporting process is simple. Call 877-542-7233 or visit safe2tell.org for reporting
information.
As you and your children prepare for another school year,
please be involved and have conversations about school
safety with your children, because they may also have concerns. And know that APD SROs will be back in school this
fall and are available to you, your children and school staff
when you need them.

The Arvada Police Department’s section of the Arvada Report is published by the City of Arvada
with content provided by the Arvada Police Department as a service to the citizens of Arvada.
8101 Ralston Rd., Arvada, CO 80002 | 720-898-6900 | www.arvadapd.org
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September is National Preparedness Month, which is why we are
sharing how the City, individuals, households, local business and
non-proﬁt organizations in our community can work toward a more
resilient Arvada. Internally, the City develops plans and procedures
to build its culture of preparedness. These plans, including the
Emergency Operations Plan and the Disaster Recovery Plan, are
reviewed at regular intervals and updated to include additional
data or new best practices. Each year, staff engage in training and
exercises to foster their understanding of the documents and to
test the concepts outlined in the plans through hazard-speciﬁc
scenarios. In the event of a real-world emergency or disaster, the
plans are activated as the City works to respond. Staff works
closely with many partners throughout our community, including
Jefferson County, Adams County, the Arvada Resiliency Taskforce
and the State of Colorado.
For residents, we’ve outlined eight tasks you can tackle to become a
more prepared member of the community. Included in the following
pages are templates you can tear out to complete with your personal
preparedness plan. Hear from a fellow resident on page 15 about
her journey toward preparedness. Utilize the talent bank on page 14
to make note of your neighbors’ talents and special skills.
Community resilience depends on each community member understanding the risks that are present in Arvada and doing their individual part for preparedness. The risk of natural and human-caused
hazards in our area is part of living in a beautiful location like Colorado. Tackling the following tasks over time will empower you as a
resident to jump into action when you are faced with an emergency
or disaster, whether personal or community-wide. The good news is
that throughout this journey, you are never alone; your family, your
neighbors and your local government are partners. Thank you for
doing your part to make Arvada a more resilient community.
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,

Build a Kit
Get emerency supplies together before a disaster
happens. During a disaster, you and your family will
need speciﬁc items, including cash and supplies. Your
emergency kit will be unique to you. Consider items
your family may need, such as medications and infant
supplies, and remember to pack for your pet. For more
information, visit ready.gov/kit.

! Water (one gallon per person per day for several
days, for drinking and sanitation)
! Food (at least a several-day supply of nonperishable food)
! Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA
Weather Radio with tone alert
! Flashlight
! First aid kit
! Extra batteries
! Whistle (to signal for help)
! Dust mask (to help ﬁlter contaminated air)
! Plastic sheeting and duct tape (to shelter in place)
! Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties
(for personal sanitation)
! Wrench or pliers (to turn off utilities)
! Manual can opener (for food)
! Local maps
! Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery

Become a member of the
Arvada Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT)
Fall will soon be upon us, and with it comes the Fall 2022
CERT Basic Academy. Students in the Academy learn about
things such as Disaster Preparedness, Incident Command,
Terrorism, Disaster Medical Operations, Triage, Light
Search and Rescue, Radio Operations, Fire Suppression and
Utility Control and more. The training is free and open to
anyone who is high school age (with parental permission)
or over. There are no age or ability restrictions. Sign-up for
the training begins mid-September.

Stay
Informed
Sign up for LookoutAlert
to receive important
emergency notiﬁcations.
Text LookoutAlert
to 67283.

Remember, the more prepared Arvada is,
the more resilient we ALL are in a disaster!
Classes will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 6:30 to 10 p.m. on Oct. 11, 12, 18,
19, 25, 26 and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 29. Students must attend ALL classes in order
to graduate and become a member of the Team.
Visit arvada.org/cert for more information or
follow ArvadaCert on facebook @Arvada CERT.
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Family Emergency Communication Plan
Family name: ___________________________________
HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION
Home #: ____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Name: ____________________ Mobile #: _______________
Other # or social media: ___________ Email: _____________
Important medical or other information:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Name: ____________________ Mobile #: _______________
Other # or social media: ___________ Email: _____________
Important medical or other information:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Name: ____________________ Mobile #: _______________
Other # or social media: ___________ Email: _____________
Important medical or other information:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Name: ____________________ Mobile #: _______________
Other # or social media: ___________ Email: _____________
Important medical or other information:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
SCHOOL, CHILDCARE , CAREGIVER AND
WORKPLACE EMERGENCY PLANS
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Emergency/Hotline #: ___________ Website:_____________
Emergency Plan/Pick-Up: ______________________________
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Emergency/Hotline #: ___________ Website:_____________
Emergency Plan/Pick-Up: ______________________________
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Emergency/Hotline #: ___________ Website:_____________
Emergency Plan/Pick-Up: ______________________________
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Emergency/Hotline #: ___________ Website:_____________
Emergency Plan/Pick-Up: ______________________________
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY (ICE) CONTACT
Name: _____________________________________________
Mobile #: ___________________________________________
Home #: ____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________

OUT-OF-TOWN CONTACT
Name: _____________________________________________
Mobile #: ___________________________________________
Home #: ____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
EMERGENCY MEETING PLACES
Indoor: ____________________________________________
Instructions: ________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Neighborhood: ______________________________________
Instructions: ________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Out-of-Neighborhood: ________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Instructions: ________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Out-of-Town: _______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Instructions: ________________________________________
___________________________________________________
IMPORTANT NUMBERS OR INFORMATION
Police: ________________ Dial 911 or #: ________________
Fire: __________________ Dial 911 or #: ________________
Poison Control: _________ #: _________________________
Doctor: _______________ #: _________________________
Doctor: _______________ #: _________________________
Pediatrician: ___________ #: _________________________
Dentist: _______________ #: _________________________
Medical Insurance: ______ #: _________________________
Policy _________________ #: _________________________
Medical Insurance: ______ #: _________________________
Policy: ________________ #: _________________________
Hospital/Clinic: _________ #: _________________________
Pharmacy: _____________ #: _________________________
Homeowner/Rental Insurance: __________________________
#: _________________________________________________
Policy _________________ #: _________________________
Flood Insurance: ________ #: _________________________
Policy #: ____________________________________________
Veterinarian: ___________ #: _________________________
Kennel: _______________ #: _________________________
Electric Company:_______ #: _________________________
Gas Company: __________ #: _________________________
Water Company: ________ #: _________________________
Alternate/Accessible Transportation: _____________________
#: _________________________________________________
Other: _____________________________________________
Other: _____________________________________________

Learn more at ready.gov/plan.
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Develop a Neighborhood Talent Bank
Do you live next door to a doctor or nurse? Is there someone in your neighborhood who speaks multiple languages? Does someone own a gas generator? During times of
emergency, special skills and tools can save lives! Filling out
a Talent Bank is a first step in identifying special skills and
tools, and doing so with your neighbors is a fun and easy
way to make your neighborhood more resilient.

Instructor shares advice on
emergency preparedness
Julie Bowman, Emergency Preparedness Instructor and
Arvada resident (pictured on cover), recently shared her
insights with us about the importance of being prepared
for disasters. Julie spent 20 years as a dispatcher for the
Arvada Police Department before becoming an emergency preparedness instructor. She has a degree in Emergency Services Management.
How did you inform yourself about the natural and
human-caused hazards relevant to Arvada?
Having grown up here, I had a good idea of the types of
emergencies that can occur in our area, so I looked at
the preparedness resources available in Arvada, Jefferson
County and [the State of] Colorado. All three have great
resources online.

Print/photocopy talent banks.

What does it mean to you to be prepared?
For me, being prepared means being resilient: being able
to adapt to long- or short-term challenges and recover
from the challenge quickly. It’s about helping yourself, your
family, your neighbors and those you may need help from
in the future.
What are some steps you’ve taken to be more prepared?
We have food and water storage for the family, making
sure to keep extra for our dogs. We have an evacuation list
and a “Go” bag in case we have to leave our home in an
emergency. Our Go bag (different from an emergency kit)
contains five days of medication, a flash drive with scanned
important documents and pictures, a copy of our communications plan, keys, and some other small things. We keep
it by the door in the garage, so we can easily grab it and go.
How do you stay informed about timely emergency
and disaster information in the community?
We are signed up for LookoutAlert to receive text and
phone call notifications in the event of an emergency in our
area. I also use twitter to follow the police and fire departments. Both post good information and updates about
incidents in the area.
What would you recommend to fellow Arvada residents that are just starting to explore emergency preparedness for themselves and their families?
My advice would be to begin with the simple high impact
tasks: make a family emergency communications plan,
build an emergency kit and a Go bag. These are fairly easy
to accomplish in a small amount of time and have big
impacts in an emergency. Always remember that doing
something is better than doing nothing!
For State, County and local emergency preparedness
resources, visit arvada.org/emergency-preparedness.
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Collaboration sparks progress on topics like wildﬁre
By Chief Mike Piper
As you may know, Arvada Fire also serves areas outside the
City of Arvada, including about one-third of Wheat Ridge
as well as portions of unincorporated Jeﬀerson County.
Although we are a special tax district and not a form of city
government, we work very closely with our other government partners.
For example, our Board of Directors recently held a joint
study session with the Arvada City Council to discuss issues
of mutual interest. In my 31 years of service with Arvada
Fire, this was the first meeting of its kind that I can recall.
Such collaboration is very encouraging since the challenges
faced by our community are more complex than ever. At this
June meeting, the Board, Council and other leaders jointly
discussed three significant topics to our communities.
1. Wildfire mitigation. Methods to prevent an incident like
the Marshall Fire from occurring here in Arvada were discussed, such as conducting public education campaigns, prescribed fires, fuel management programs and other mitigation eﬀorts. The elected oﬃcials from both agencies agreed
to fund the development of a plan to identify and prioritize
the actions needed to best protect Arvada from a wildfire.

2. Residential fire sprinklers. Arvada Fire reported that the
installation of fire sprinklers in newly constructed one- and
two-family homes is the best-known method to prevent the
loss of life and property from fires. If implemented, such a
requirement would not be retroactive, meaning it would not
apply to any home already existing in our community.
The City indicated its desire to research the impact of
residential fire sprinklers on the City’s water infrastructure
as well as the cost to build new homes. To learn more
about the benefits of home fire sprinklers, visit
arvadafireco.gov/sprinklers.
3. Mental Health Co-Responder Programs. Finally, the
agencies discussed existing and future methods to address
problems such as homelessness, the opioid epidemic and behavioral health emergencies through co-responder programs.
These programs typically pair a mental health professional
with a first responder to respond to incidents involving individuals experiencing mental health crises.
We can all be grateful for the collaboration among our local
government agencies since this is such a promising strategy
to resolve health and safety concerns in our community.
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Don’t forget to include pets, older adults in disaster
preparedness
Disaster preparedness is all about ensuring you and your
loved ones will be safe during emergencies. It’s important to
remember that some of our loved ones may need more help
to stay safe when disaster strikes.

1. Have an emergency communications plan. Create a group
text or a phone call chain and keep contacts up to date.
This will make sure that all relatives and friends know
what is happening in the event of an emergency.

Vulnerable groups include the elderly, pets, individuals with
disabilities, pregnant women and children. Visit ready.gov
for additional preparedness information and resources.

2. Talk to family members about what you would do in the
event of an evacuation. Will you be able to drive or will
you need someone to pick you up? Designate that driver
as well as a back-up ride and select a meeting location.

Top Tips for Keeping Pets Safe During a Disaster
In a fire, emergency or any evacuation, your pets will be
even more dependent on you for their safety and well-being.
That’s why it is important to include your furry family members in your disaster plans.
1. When you practice your escape plan, practice taking your
pets with you. Train them to come to you when you call.
2. Include supplies for your pet in your emergency kit or
assemble an emergency kit for your pet. Supplies would
include items such as leashes, harnesses, crates, medication and food.
3. Make an evacuation plan for you and your pets. Many
hotels and shelters do not accept animal guests other than
service animals, so it is helpful to make a list in advance
of which friends, relatives or boarding facilities can care
for your pet in an emergency.
4. If you can’t find your pet during a fire, evacuate, leave
your door open, and call to them from a safe distance.
Never re-enter a burning building! With appropriate safety gear, firefighters can prioritize rescuing a pet.
Emergency Safety for Seniors
If you are a senior — or you’re a relative or neighbor to an
older adult — it’s vital to prepare together to be ready for
emergencies. Seniors should understand their medical, physical and cognitive needs, think about how they would respond
to various emergencies, and talk about the help they may need.

3. Go over your emergency and escape plan and practice
frequently with family. If used, ensure a wheelchair or
walker is always near your bed in case of a sudden emergency at night.
4. Make a disaster supplies kit that includes a 3-6 day supply of medications along with an up-to-date medication
list. Other parts of a disaster kit include food and water,
first aid supplies and a cell phone with a charger.
Fill Out a File Of Life Card
Paramedics often arrive on the scene with little information
about the person in need. Does the patient have prior medical
conditions? Allergies? What medications are they taking?
Who do they want us to call?
A File of Life card puts all these answers quickly at our
fingertips. The card has space for medical information, medication, contact persons and more. The card is then placed
on your refrigerator in a bright red magnetic pocket and
paramedics know to check this location for the file when they
arrive on an emergency call.
The File of Life card is a huge asset to emergency
preparedness! If you’d like a free card, please call us at
303-424-3012.
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New community feedback tool
launched
We’re excited to announce a new tool for the community to provide feedback to our agency. After
certain types of interactions with 911 and Arvada
Fire, you may receive a short SMS text message
survey on behalf of Arvada Fire through a platform
called PowerEngage.

How do ﬁreﬁghters see
inside a room that is ﬁlled
with smoke?

The survey asks how satisﬁed you are with the
service we provided and asks for any additional
comments. The survey is completely optional and
not every incident will receive a text message.

It can take only a couple of minutes for a room or residence
to become filled with thick black smoke during a fire. So
how do firefighters see inside so they can search for people
or put out the fire? That’s a great question and one with
several answers!

Why ask for feedback? Your voice and feedback
from our community is very important to Arvada
Fire. We’re always eager to know what we are
doing well or what could be improved. We’re also
excited to share positive comments with our ﬁreﬁghters.

We all train for months in academy to learn how to crawl
under smoke for the best visual advantage and to stay under
heat. We have flashlights on our coats and helmets, and
additional ones we can carry to illuminate the smoke. The
light allows us to see a little more of what is directly in
front of us.
We also learn how to search a room. While wearing thick
gloves, we can do a “right hand search” or “left hand
search.” We keep our foot or tool, such as an axe or Halligan, against the wall and sweep the floor with our hands.
This allows us to get a layout of the room and stay oriented
to head back out the way we came, since we search around
in a circle.
The best tool we use to “see” in smoke is called a Thermal
Imaging Camera or TIC for short. The TIC works by allowing us to see infrared radiation, which is heat. It is a heat
sensor that detects small diﬀerences in temperature which
we see as varying color. It collects this infrared information
and turns it into an image we can see on the camera screen.
We can see the fire and hot smoke, but also furniture and
people. The screen shows us where the hottest areas are
(red) and the coldest (black).

Since launching this
tool in May, we’re
proud to have a stellar
satisfaction score with
scores of positive
comments.
“[They were] prompt, professional, friendly and educational. Exactly what I’d hope for from our local
ﬁrst responders. Great job and thank you!”
Comment from a citizen following a survey.

Introducing our newest ﬁreﬁghter
paramedics

Brooke Elder
Arvada Fire Lieutenant
Have a question for Arvada Fire? Whether you want to ask
a firefighter, paramedic, chief or fire marshal, email us at
pio@arvadafireco.gov with the subject line “Ask Arvada
Fire” and we will answer in the next edition of the Arvada
Report!

Fireﬁghter Paramedics Alex Chamberlain, Zach Cinko, Ross
Johnson, Steven Kentﬁeld, Breydon Lyall, Dashell Marquardt, Tyler Morris, and Ryan Walker were sworn in after
graduating from the 22-01 Joint Recruit Academy in June.
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Join the Senior Safety Camp

Dave’s Locker continues to serve

Seniors are invited to join
Arvada Fire this September
for a fun, informative Senior Safety Camp designed
to promote healthy aging
and prevent injuries and
emergencies.

Dave’s Locker, the free community medical equipment
service located at Arvada Fire’s Headquarters, continues
to serve Arvada while loaning out nearly 300 pieces of
medical equipment per month.

The camp will meet every
Friday in September from
10 - 11:30 a.m. A different
ﬁre and safety topic will
be discussed each week
centering issues facing older adults. Potential topics include fall prevention,
driving safety, ﬁre mitigation and more.
The camp will be held at the Arvada Fire Training
Center located on 6651 Indiana St. Light snacks
and drinks will be provided and participants are
welcome to bring their own chair for comfort.
Seniors can register by calling 303-424-3012.

In case you haven’t heard, the Locker was founded in
2017 by retired Lieutenant Dave Mathus and is now
managed by firefighter Don Lindsey and his wife,
Theresa. What began with just a few pieces of equipment has turned into a robust supply of crutches, wheelchairs, knee scooters and other medical devices that are
loaned free-of-charge to anyone in need.

Dave’s Locker recently underwent a remodel and has expanded hours of operation. They are open from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and the first
and third Saturdays of each month at 7903 Allison Way.
With any questions about the service, call 720-624-6486
or email daveslocker@fafpd.org.
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Pre-registration required for all classes

Online pre-registration required for all classes. More programs available online!

More class descriptions and program registration available at www.arvada.org/nature.

Kids Classes
Nature Playdate
Wednesday, Aug. 10, and Thursday, Sept. 15, 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Geared toward ages 2-12 yrs, free.
Drop-In Nature Discoveries
Third Tuesday of each month, 10 to 11 a.m., all ages, free.

Adult Classes
Birding for Everyone
Fridays, Aug. 12 and Sept. 9, 8 to 9:30 a.m. Adults, free.
Locations will vary, Register in advance to receive location.
Appalachian Basketweaving
Saturday, Sept. 24, 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Adults, $25.
Come and weave your own baskets to
take home - materials and instruction
provided. Enjoy a light snack as you
weave with storyteller Dean Bernard.
Meditation in Nature
Wednesdays, 12 to 12:30 p.m.
Adults, free.
Guided Mountain
Hike
Saturday, Sept. 17, 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Adults, free.
Join us for a moderate
hike exploring our local
Jeffco Open Space parks.
Hike location will be
within one hour drive of
the Nature Center and
will be sent to registered
participants.

Family Classes
Olde Town Telescope Night
First Friday of each month, 8 to 10 p.m. All ages, free.
Meet in Olde Town Arvada Square. Canceled if inclement
weather.
20th Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, Aug. 6., 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. All ages, free.
Join us to celebrate the Nature Center’s birthday with a
look back at our history, a sneak peak at future plans, and
a nature walk. More information on website.
Birding for Families
Saturdays, Aug. 6 and Sept. 10,
9 to 10:30 a.m. All ages, free.
Perseids Meteor Shower
Watch Party
Thursday, Aug. 11, 8 to 10 p.m.
All ages, free.
Astronomy Night:
Night Sky Navigation
Friday, Sept. 24, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
All ages, free.
Sunset Nature Walk
Saturday, Sept. 10, 6 to 7:30 p.m. All ages, free.
Pitch, Play, Stay: Family Camp Out in the Park
Saturday, Aug. 13, 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. All ages, $35 Res/$40
Non-Res. Space is limited, you must register in advance.
bit.ly/pitchplaystay
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20th Anniversary Celebration!

Bike Recycle event

Saturday, Aug. 6, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 17 - 8:30 to 11 a.m. Streets Maintenance
Facility (6161 Olde Wadsworth Blvd.) in the east parking lot.

Join us to celebrate the Nature Center’s 20th Anniversary!
At this special event, we’ll look back at our history, take a
sneak peek at future plans, have lunch and cupcakes, explore the park on a guided nature walk and more! Check
the website for schedule and more details.

Clean out your garages and sheds and donate your unused
bikes at our annual Bike Recycle event! Members of the
Optimists Club will refurbish and distribute bikes to community members who cannot afford one. Volunteers will
provide a tax receipt for your donation.
If you or someone you know is in need of a bicycle but
cannot afford one, please visit arvada.org/bicycle-recycleprogram for the Optimists Club contact information.

Lake Arbor Recreation Center PlaygroundRenovation, Ribbon-Cutting Event
Thursday, Aug. 11, 5 to 7 p.m. (7451 W. 83rd Way)
Learn more at arvada.org/parks-update.
Celebrate the City’s newest playground renovation! We
will provide light refreshments and activities for kids
and show how community feedback helped determine
the design theme for the playground. This project was
funded through the “Taking Lasting Care” program and
approved by the City Council.
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Meet the next city manager
As part of the selection process for the next Arvada
city manager, we are hosting a public open house
with the ﬁnal candidates. The open house will be
held on Monday, Aug. 8, from 3 to 5 p.m.
in the Atrium at City Hall (8101 Ralston Road).
In late September (date to be announced),
we will host a Meet and Greet, so members
of the Arvada community can meet the
next city manager! For updates, visit
arvada.org/city-manager-selection.

Apex offers non-contact day camps

Bulky Item Drop Off Event

Even though school is back in session, Camp Apex
is still here for you! Camp Apex and Camp Secrest
offer full-day camp opportunities during JeffCo Public
School breaks including fall, winter, non-contact
days and spring break. Non-contact and schoolbreak camps follow a daily schedule with programs
running from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Contact
ViolaD@ApexPRD.org or MelindaR@ApexPRD.org
for more information.

Saturday, Aug. 20, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
North Area Athletic Complex
(19500 W. 64th Pkwy.)
For information,
visit arvada.org/
bulky-item-dropoff-events.

Community Calendar
Aug. 13

Second Saturday Street Festival
oldetownarvada.org/events

Aug. 20

Bark at the Park
arvada.org/west-arvada-dog-park

Sept. 5

Ralston Central splash pad closes
arvada.org/splashpad

Sept. 30

Olde Town Water Fountain closes
arvada.org/olde-town-fountain

Community Table - Feeding the Future
It’s back-to-school time. Help ensure that all kids are
well-nourished and ready to learn by donating today!
Help Feed the Future at cotable.org/donate.
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