
 
 

Utility Box Art Call for Entry 
 
The City of Arvada’s Arts & Culture Commission (AACC) and the Olde Town Arvada Business 
Improvement District (BID) are requesting proposals in an open competition for artists to create 
artwork on utility boxes throughout Olde Town Arvada. The boxes are excellent 
canvases—often in highly-visible areas—to showcase the historic, cultural, social, and creative 
values of Arvada. 
 
Scope of Work and Budget 

 
The AACC and BID seek designs to be painted on-site . Artists selected for utility box painting 
will be compensated in the amount of $1000 plus an additional stipend to cover the cost of 
materials, depending on the size and detail of work proposed and the square footage of the box.  
 
While we are seeking a broad and unique range of subject matter, designs must be suitable for 
all ages. Artwork cannot be commercial in nature or include logos or copyrighted images. 
 
Artists will be chosen by a selection committee comprised of community members, members 
from the Olde Town Arvada Business Improvement District, and members of the Arvada Arts 
and Culture Commission. Priority will be given to artists from Arvada and the Front Range. 
Selection will be based on the creativity, originality, appeal, and functionality of the design in the 
submitted project proposal. After being selected, each artist will work with the Commission to 
continue developing their proposed design to fit the identified utility box and to make any 
necessary design alterations. 
 
The boxes have four sides: two 20.25" x 69.25" and two 14”x 69.25.” There is a smaller box 
mounted on the left side of the box. It's dimensions are 13" x 19" x 5". 
  



 
 
Timeline 

 
Deadline for applications is December 1, 2019 . Artists will be notified by March 1, 2020 . Box 
painting is tentatively scheduled for June 2020. 
 

 
Proposal Requirements 

 
SUBMISSION PROCESS: 

 

Artists may submit proposals by emailing a submission packet to ccanales@arvada.org  with the 
subject line “AACC Utility Box Art Submission.” Submission packet must include: 
 

- Artist Statement and/or Artist Resume 
- A description of the proposed design 
- A color sketch of your box design  
- Up to six digital images of past work 
- Inventory sheet describing the past work images, including the title, medium, 

dimensions, and date. 
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Background 

 

ABOUT ARVADA 
The City of Arvada, Colorado, is a community of approximately 118,000, located northwest of 
the Denver Metropolitan area. It is a community known for beautiful Rocky Mountain vistas, the 
Arvada Center for the Arts & Humanities, historic Olde Town, and for having a public park 
located within a 10 minute walk from every resident. 
 

ABOUT ARVADA ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 
Appointed by the Arvada City Council, the AACC supports, cultivates, and advocates for a 
variety of arts, culture, and heritage opportunities throughout our community. We believe that 
having public art accessible to the residents of Arvada strengthens the cultural identity of our 
city, builds community attachment, and adds creative vibrance to our community. 
 
ABOUT OLDE TOWN 
Olde Town is the city’s downtown district, with a turn-of-the-century Main Street Americana 
ambiance. It is the heart and soul of Arvada and has become a destination for locals and visitors 
alike. With a diverse array of shops, boutiques, galleries, events, restaurants, breweries and a 
winery, Olde Town has something for everyone. After the discovery of gold, the town grew as 
railroad and trolley lines from Denver were built and agriculture thrived. Olde Town is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, and is both a vibrant and growing district and a historic 
gem. 
 
ABOUT OLDE TOWN ARVADA BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
In 2014, the business and property owners of Olde Town, in conjunction with The City of 
Arvada, created the Olde Town Arvada Business Improvement District (BID) with the mission to 
preserve, promote and enhance the vibrancy of Olde Town. The BID strives to create and 
maintain an identifiable and always active business district that is inclusive to all, allowing our 
diverse businesses to prosper and setting the stage for a truly authentic experience. 
 
All questions may be sent to the Arvada Arts & Culture Commission Staff Liaison, 

Charise Canales via email at ccanales@arvada.org. 
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