
Why does the City regulate signs?
There are many reasons to regulate 
signs.  Almost all of them relate to 
at least one of three objectives: 
•	 protecting community 

aesthetics,
•	 preserving and enhancing 

property values, and
•	 protecting public safety.

Although the courts are generally 
protective of free speech, the U.S. 
Supreme Court still recognizes 
that “signs take up space and may 
obstruct views, distract motorists, 
displace alternative uses for land, 
and pose other problems that 
legitimately call for regulation.” 

Why is the City  
rewriting the sign code?  
A new sign code will be easier 
to understand, administer, and 
apply.  It will be better calibrated 
to today’s community values 
and preferences.  It will also be 
structured and drafted to ensure 
compliance with constitutional 
requirements recently articulated 
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

What are the key objectives?
•	 Simplify the code, thereby 

reducing opportunities for 
conflicting interpretations and 
improving the efficiency of 
administration.

•	 Ensure that the code reflects 
the appropriate balance among 
community values with regard 
to aesthetics, property values, 
safety, and free speech.
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•	 Ensure that procedures result 
in timely approvals and, 
where necessary, prompt 
opportunities for appeal.

•	 Ensure that any impacts on 
free speech are constitutionally 
permissible and fair.

What’s wrong with  
the current sign code?
Regulations that differentiate 
among signs based on their 
content (e.g., “political sign”) 
or based on the “speaker” (e.g., 
“assisted living facility sign”) are 
potentially problematic under 
recent case law, but perhaps just as 
important, the current sign code 
is lengthy, overly complicated, and 
outdated—

•	 It contains a mix of regulation 
and suggestion, making 
interpretation, administration, 
and enforcement a challenge 
for the City and the sign 
owner.  

•	 It regulates signs based on 
what they say, like “campaign/
election,” “freestanding 
directional sign,” or “wall 
informational sign.” 

•	 It regulates signs based on 
the identity of the speaker, 
like “Bed and Breakfast” or 
“Church, Inline Shopping 
Center Establishment”

Rethinking sign regulation
To complete the project, the City 
will convene a representative 
advisory committee to provide 

input and guidance about the sign 
code revisions.  When drafting 
a the revisions, the advisory 
committee will be asked the 
following questions:

•	 How do signs affect public 
safety?

•	 What aspects of signage 
impact property values and 
community aesthetics?

The advisory committee will work 
with the consultant to answer 
these questions in terms of:

•	 Structure (physical type or 
form of the signs);

•	 Materials, components, and 
durability;

•	 Lighting;

•	 Number, height, area, and 
dimensions;

•	 Duration, location, and 
context; and

•	 Maintenance

Anticipated project schedule
•	 Open House, Dec. 16, 2015

•	 First Advisory Committee 
Meeting, Jan. 2016

•	 Second Advisory Committee 
Meeting, Feb. 2016

•	 Third Advisory Committee 
Meeting, Mar. 2016

•	 Planning Commission and 
City Council work sessions, 
Apr. 2016

•	 Adoption of new sign 
ordinance, Apr. or May 2016


