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Project Background
The City of Arvada is currently updating the design guidelines for the Reno Park History District. 
Several other catalyst projects superseded this project, these are summarized below:

In 1997, the State Historical Fund supported the original comprehensive historic survey of Reno Park. 
In 2013-2014, the City of Arvada, in partnership with Historic Denver, Inc., the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, and the Colorado Center for Community Development at UC-Denver completed 
Pattern & Design Idea Book to help homeowners preserve the essential character of their homes. 
This project was undertaken with extensive citizen involvement and provided extensive contextual 
detail including how to accommodate sensitive remodeling projects, improve energy efficiency, and 
facilitate aging in place. 

In late 2014 and early 2015, SWCA Consultants carried out a comprehensive resurvey of the district 
to document changes to the neighborhood and set the stage for its rezoning from a multi-family to a 
single family zone district.  A citizens group conducted a survey which indicated that more than 85% 
of residents strongly supporting this rezoning to protect the historic character of the district. In May 
of 2015, City Council approved this rezoning.  The residents now strongly support the next requisite 
step: the development of design guidelines as the primary tool for accomplishing the preservation 
of Reno Park’s historic integrity and character.  All of these steps are being taken in anticipation of 
intense development pressures anticipated as the Gold Line commuter rail project unfolds in Arvada.

This project seeks to build upon the City’s and the State’s considerable investment in the preservation 
of Reno Park and will develop design guidelines for the protection of the district.  Adoption of the 
design guidelines is scheduled for March 2017.  

This community workshop kicked off the development of the Reno Park Design Guidelines.  The Reno 
Park Design Guidelines process includes the following efforts: community workshops, stakeholder 
interview, neighborhood survey, and a Draft and Final Design Guidelines document. The first 
community workshop and survey were completed in May and June and are summarized below.

Workshop #1 Summary
This document summarizes the comments received from Public Workshop #1 on May 19, 2016 and 
also provides a concise summary of on-line survey comments.  These comments will inform the 
development of the Reno Park Historic Design Guidelines for Arvada, Colorado. 

There is a general belief that updates and additions to the homes in the Reno Park Historic District 
are beneficial when those improvements are completed in a manner that respects the existing historic 
buildings consistent throughout the district.  Attendees were noted as wanting to retain the freedom 
to develop their properties, but they feel that some guidance should be provided to ensure that 
concerns over size, setback, architectural aesthetics, privacy and open space are minimized.

Workshop #1 Format
The workshop consisted of two main parts.  First, a brief introduction to the project, an overview of 
preliminary concerns, historic preservation policy and example design guidelines were presented.  
This was followed up with two “hands on” workshop exercises, during which, all participants were 
encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas to inform the proposed Historic District Guidelines.  
The goal of the workshop was to provide an opportunity for the public to understand and promote 
the neighborhood’s vision for the district.  Based on sign-in sheets, the number of participants totaled 
about 40.
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Task #1a: Defining Trends & Goals
This individual exercise allowed participants to identify current 
building trends that they thought were appropriate and 
inappropriate.  In addition, participants were also asked to help 
formulate goals for the future character of the district by noting 
three positive design trends, three concerning design issues, and a 
long-range vision for the character of the historic district.  Sample 
photographs were provided to prompt discussion and ideas 
regarding recent improvements to District residences.

Public comments reflect strong opinions and desires regarding 
future improvements to the Reno Park Historic District.  The 
following list of specific comments is prioritized with the most 
noted responses being listed:

Design Trends in the Historic District:
• Porches were the most noted architectural feature and design 

trend due largely to the welcoming aesthetic and the amount 
of recent improvements.

• Improvements that are consistent with the original historic 
character are also a noted trend.  These improvements were 
divided into two sub-groups; “uncovering” the original 
character was noted, as was “maintaining” original architectural 
design.

Design Issues in the Historic District:
• A sound majority of the participants noted the scraping of 

original homes as the most noted issue in the historic district.  
Comments continue to note that the lots are then used for 
“McMansions”, which are disproportionately too large for the 
lots and have architectural designs that are too contemporary 
for the traditional neighborhood designs.  

• Inappropriate additions were also a major issue that was noted 
within the historic district.  Inconsistent character and location 
were reasons cited for issues with additions in the district.

Design Goals:
• The top design goals for the Reno Park Historic District all 

respond to community desires for the maintaining of historic 
fit and feel of the architectural designs.  Most respondents 
were primarily concerned with the view from the street, while 
a few comments wanted keep the neighborhood “as original 
as possible”. 

• Participants also commented on the goal to preserve the 
district in order to promote a “clean, upscale area”.
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Task #1a: Comments on Photos
Participants were asked to provide a single comment that describes the associated pictures from the 
Reno Park Historic District.  The most consistent comment(s) for each image are provided.

Assets:
• Consistent front yard setbacks
• Well maintained front porch character
• Architectural styling that is consistent with the historic character of the neighborhood
• Consistent scale between original residence and new additions
• Quality restorations and additions that are completed in a manner that is consistent with the 

aesthetic of the historic district

Issues:
• New residences that are out of scale with neighborhood and property
• Privacy and solar shade issues from new additions or main residences
• Inappropriate placement and size of secondary buildings on properties, in reference to the existing 

residence and setbacks
• Architectural details, ornamentation, and materials that are out of character with the historic district
• Excessive amounts of concrete or rock elements on the property
• Properties that are not well maintained
• Building maintenance that is poorly completed
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Task #1b: Traditional Residential Design 
Features

Task #2 asks participants to define the traditional way of building  
that the community values.  Site plan, landscape features, building 
form & size, and building details are used as major discussion areas.  
The top two responses are listed for each design feature.

Site Plan: How are buildings located on their sites?
• The most noted aspect of residence siting is that the homes in 

the historic district tend to be setback from the street.

• Another predominant feature is the detached garage, which 
is generally located in the rear of the property, accessed by 
the alley.

Landscape Features:  What landscape features exist for 
individual building sites?
• The presence and quantity of mature trees is the most defining 

landscape feature noted.

• Front yards/lawns (and associated building setback) are the 
next most noted feature.

Building Form & Size:  What is the tradition for mass and 
size of buildings?  Are certain forms a part of this tradition?
• 1, 1.5, and 2 story residences define the traditional building 

mass and size.

• An angled/sloped roof and front porches are the two forms that 
participants felt best defined the historic architectural aesthetic.

Building Details:  What kinds of details are typically seen on 
neighborhood homes?
• Porches are noted again as the most defining detail for 

residences in the neighborhood.  Their distinctive style and 
width are the noted defining details.

• Wood or Brick as a facade material is the second most noted 
architectural detail. 
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Task #1b: Comments on Photos
The participants were asked to provide a single comment that identifies a key feature in each associated 
picture.  The most consistent comment(s) for each image are provided.

Assets:
• Well-maintained residence and property that is consistent with historic character
• Consistent fit, form, size, and aesthetic quality
• Excellent architectural styling and details
• Front porch maintenance and styling

Issues:
• Additions or alterations that are inconsistent with the neighborhood character
• Architectural details that are out of place with historic character
• Inappropriate front porch alteration 
• Outdated or inappropriate additions that are out of scale with original residence
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Primary Buildings:
What are the design elements of primary residential structures that 
can help achieve compatibility within the Reno Park Historic District?  
Teams were asked to select a minimum of three appropriate and three 
inappropriate examples from a variety of images that were taken from 
other neighborhoods.  The top choices are listed.

Appropriate Elements:
• residence is set back from the street
• residence is well maintained
• residence has a sloping roof
• residence has a traditional front porch
• residence generally has 1-2 stories

Inappropriate Elements:
• residence styling is too contemporary
• residence size is out of character with neighborhood
• residence garage is located in front of building 

Task #2: Identifying Compatible Elements
For Task #2 Participants were asked to work in small table-groups to respond to specific questions 
pertaining to the identification of compatible elements for: Primary Buildings (Part 1), Additions to 
Historic Buildings (Part 2), and Accessory Buildings (Part 3).  Each group was afforded the opportunity 
to present their findings back to the larger audience.

Inappropriate Elements:Appropriate Elements:
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Additions to Historic Buildings:
What are the design elements that illustrate acceptable additions 
to historic residential structures that can help achieve compatibility 
within the Reno Park Historic District?  Teams were asked to select a 
minimum of three appropriate and three inappropriate examples from 
a variety of images that were taken from other neighborhoods.  The 
top choices are listed.

Appropriate Elements:
• addition is located to the rear of the main residence
• addition is consistent with the size and character of the main 

residence
Inappropriate Elements:
• addition is located to the side of the main residence
• two-story addition to a one-story main residence

Inappropriate Elements:Appropriate Elements:
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Accessory Buildings:
What are the design elements of accessory structures that can help 
achieve compatibility within the Reno Park Historic District?  Teams 
were asked to select a minimum of three appropriate and three 
inappropriate examples from a variety of images that were taken from 
other neighborhoods..  The top choices are listed.

Appropriate Elements:
• accessory building is set back from the street
• accessory building is well maintained
• accessory building is located in the alley
 
Inappropriate Elements:
• accessory building is too close to the street
• accessory building is not well maintained/cleaned
• accessory building size is out of character with neighborhood

Inappropriate Elements:Appropriate Elements:
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On-line Survey:
A survey was available on-line during the first two weeks of June, 
2016 through the City of Arvada’s website.  All the residents of 
the City of Arvada had the opportunity to take part in the survey, 
but the majority of the questions were focused on the recent 
development  and changes in the Reno Park Historic District.  The 
survey was developed by the City of Arvada in conjunction with 
Winter & Company to collect information on valued neighborhood 
qualities, the tolerance for change/new construction, and to identify 
potential issues & concerns.

Respondent Overview:
61 participants took part in the on-line survey.  41 of the participants 
identified themselves as residents in the Reno Park project area, 
while the other 20 identified themselves as living elsewhere in the 
City of Arvada.  75% of respondents noted their current home in 
Reno Park as their primary residence; those residences are primarily 
between 1,000 and 2,000 square feet.  

• The vast majority of respondents believe that the neighborhood 
has changed in recent years and that those changes have been 
beneficial to the neighborhood. (Question #8 & #9)

• Most important qualities that define the character of the 
neighborhood in a positive way.  (Question #7 from the survey)

1. Location near the Downtown Arvada Historic District
2. Walkable Streets and Blocks
3. Historic Character
4. Trees 
5. Porches

• The vast majority of respondents believe that the Reno Park 
Historic District enhances the cultural value of the community it 
should retain its historic building fabric. (Questions #18 & #19)

79.41% 27

20.59% 7

Q9 Do you feel that the changes that have

occurred in the neighborhood have been

beneficial?

Answered: 34 Skipped: 27

Total 34

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No

1 / 1

Reno Park Design Guidelines SurveyMonkey
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Survey Response Overview:

Notable Concern:
• The majority of respondents noted their intent to retain the 

existing historic fabric. 
• A majority of respondents noted concerns with reduced 

sunlight and privacy as a result of the size and placement of 
new construction.

There is an issue, but it is limited:
• Overall, a slight majority of respondents feel that new 

construction negatively impacts/affects the residents and 
historic character of the Reno Park Neighborhood.

• A slight majority of respondents noted concern with the size, 
type, and placement of new homes and additions.

• Half the respondents noted a concern with the demolition of 
historic buildings.

Improvements and rehabilitations are beneficial:
• Many respondents think new construction is positive.
• The majority of respondents note that rehabilitations and 

additions to existing homes are more beneficial than new 
construction.
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TRADITIONAL RESIDENTIAL DESIGN FEATURES
RENO PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Individual building sites, landscaping and the scale and form of the structures are important to the character of the Reno Park Historic District. In this exercise you will help to define those traditional ways of building that 
the community values. In addition, please add a caption identifying a key design feature of the neighborhood on the images provided.

Site Plan
How are houses located on their sites (setbacks, lo-
cation of accessory buildings, other)? 

Building Form & Size
What is the tradition for mass and size of buildings? 
Are certain forms a part of this tradition (roof, build-
ing, other)? 

Landscape Features
What landscape features (mature trees, yards, fenc-
es, retaining walls etc.) exist for individual building 
sites?

Building Details
What kinds of details are typically seen on neighbor-
hood homes (raised foundations, windows, doors, 
porches, materials etc.)? 

Write your caption: 

Write your caption: 

May, 2016

Write your caption: Write your caption: 

Write your caption: Write your caption: Write your caption: 

Write your caption: Write your caption: 

1

DESIGN GUIDELINES DEFINING TRENDS & GOALS
RENO PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 
In developing design guidelines for the historic district it is important to understand the current building trends, both as benefits and concerns 
and the long-range goals for the area. Through this exercise you will be identifying those current building trends that you think are appropriate 
and inappropriate. You will also help to formulate goals for the future character of the district.

Design Trends
List three positive trends in the historic district. You may  write a caption 
under a photograph that helps to illustrate your point.

Design Goals
What is your preferred future for the historic district? Summarize your 
long-range vision for its character. You may write a caption under a pho-
tograph that helps to illustrate your point.

Design Issues
List three building trends that are of concern in the historic district. You 
may write a caption under a photograph if that helps to illustrate your 
point.

Write your caption: 

Write your caption: 

Write your caption: Write your caption: 

May, 2016

Write your caption: Write your caption: 

Write your caption: Write your caption: Write your caption: 

Write your caption: Write your caption: Write your caption: 

Individual Worksheet 1: Design Guidelines:  Defining Trends & Goals

Individual Worksheet 2: Traditional Residential Design Features
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Group Worksheet 1: Identifying Compatible Elements - Primary Buildings

Group Worksheet 2: Identifying Compatible Elements - Additions to Historic Buildings

Group Worksheet 3: Identifying Compatible Elements - Accessory Buildings


