
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 12, 2017 
 
Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Colorado State Highway 72 (Indiana Street) TIGER Grant Application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
As the Mayor of the City of Arvada, I am pleased to submit this letter regarding our 
TIGER grant application behalf of the entire City Council.  The proposed project will 
eliminate a major bottleneck on a regional roadway and widen Colorado State Highway 
72 (Indiana Street) between W. 80th Avenue and W. 86th Parkway.  
 
The State Highway 72/Indiana Street corridor is an important transportation route serving 
rural and urbanizing portions of northwest Arvada and Jefferson County.  In addition, our 
partnership with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and Jefferson 
County will leverage additional funds to reconstruct a decaying Union Pacific railroad 
bridge should we receive this grant.  Together, we can benefit the freight rail 
transportation system as well as the highway system with one project.  
 
It’s worth noting that this project complements ongoing city, private sector, and county 
transportation investments.  The movement of people and goods on our railways as well 
as our highways are important to the American economy.  Widening of the State 
Highway 72/Indiana Street corridor will serve our residential community as well as the 
commercial, industrial, retail and civic land-uses situated along the corridor. The route 
also connects to a planned metropolitan beltway and serves traffic accessing the Rocky 
Mountain Regional Airport in Jefferson County. The City of Arvada and Jefferson 
County are actively investing in improvements to the north and south of the project 
location.  Without this project, this economic corridor will continue to have a pinch point 
and will remain congested. 
  
Arvada’s widening project lines up with the intent of the TIGER program and has a 
significant positive impact to our residents, businesses, and visitors.  The positive 
regional impact is multiplied by the reconstruction of the decaying Union Pacific railroad 
bridge which will benefit freight rail transportation that will reach far beyond Arvada.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For these reasons, we urge your strong consideration for a full award of the TIGER grant 
application as described herein.    
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Marc Williams 
Mayor 
 
Cc: City Council 
 
 
 


