
ASAC Meeting Minutes 
July 8, 2015 

 
Meeting called to order: 6:40 
 
In attendance: Tiffany Clark, Ken Anderson, Nancy Ford, Nina Morton, Kara Giblin, 
Tara Kent, Chuck Clark, Teisha Rowland, and Donald Chung. 
 
Absent:  Karlyn Armstrong, Allen Best, Natalia Ekberg, Suzanne Gilfoil, Elizabeth 
Geiselman, John Marriott, Jessica Prosser, and Jerry Marks. 
 
Approval of June 10, 2015 minutes: Approved 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Review Meeting Agenda: A reminder was added for Blunn Reservoir Master Plan 
Workshop, July 27, City Council Meeting.  Public encouraged to attend, but cannot 
comment.  No mention at last public meeting of composting. 
 
Report from Staff/City Council Liaisons: None 
 
Old Business 

• Discussion: Parks Master Plan Update Discussion 
o Reminder: Next public meeting July 14, 2015, 6:30 – 8 pm, Arvada 

Center 
o Review of the 2001 plan 

 Goal #2 in particular is sustainability-related, but somewhat 
vague 

 Objectives as well are not terribly clear and mostly non-
specific – can we offer more explicit recommendations (such as 
type of vegetation to meet “2.1 non-irrigated landscapes, … low 
water-requiring plant materials” and “2.4 best water 
management practices”) 

 So how much can ASAC prescribe, or are there other ways to 
drive action with more specificity 

 Can we see what resources other cities have, and how they 
approach this 

 What about introducing more specific targets for each 
objective – as currently written, all are non-quantified and 
without metrics 

 2.7 educational programs objectives – can we propose to push 
harder to educate citizens, and also have demonstration areas 
to show possibilities. Ecosystem services should be made clear 
where already in practice (e.g. of un-mowed water courses 
providing stabilization and filtering services). 



 Best approach for impacting the plan is probably drafting a 
letter of response/suggestions to draft plan. 

 O&M planning via volunteers? Generally O&M seems to be 
under-planned given the amount of parks under city 
management. 

 Discussion of what to include in letter: review of suggested 
ideas submitted to google doc. 

• Additional ideas not already captured 
o Notice posted or otherwise communicated 

before chemical applications – e.g. Boulder does 
this 

o Experiential natural play areas for a more self-
guided children’s play experience, or where 
materials are left out for play (e.g. tree branches 
to build structures). 
 Do other counties/cities have something 

like this? Jeffco? 
o Sensitive area impact mitigation plans? 
o Bike racks at least, bike repair stations, bike 

accessibility, b-bikes vendor/concession? 
o Recycling bins 
o Related to pavers – curb cuts, storm water 

management designed to send runoff to 
vegetated areas and infiltration areas 

o Renewable energy and solar charged lighting 
with storage. 

 Open question: what are the performance goals currently for 
parks and rec.? 

o ASAC Recommendations Letter for Parks Master Plan Update 
 Agreed formal letter from ASAC is needed. 
 Overall, should keep comments more general in nature 
 Should suggest that the parks planning consulting firm come 

up with the specific goals and action plans to achieve or 
address objectives currently in the plan, and additional 
objectives ASAC may recommend 

 Will post an outline or a form of the letter as a start, then 
committee can access and update 

 Coalesce all ideas into bigger bins, cross check against 
objectives in current plan 

 Add new objectives, and comments on existing if needed. 
• Discussion: August field trip  

o August 12th. 
o Agreed to visit Alpine recycling facility and New Town Builders for a 

net zero home tour. 
o Target 6PM start. 



o Community ag site as a backup plan at Majestic View 
• Review: Sustainability Award Recommendations for Arvada 

o Many cities or municipal/regional organizations give awards 
o Aurora has city awards program established since 2005 
o Fort Collins (Chamber of Commerce) also has a GreenBiz program, 

they do monthly educational programs 
o Annual business awards (Green Awards Program) 
o Golden has awards 
o Lakewood has awards 
o Lone Tree has awards (green builder of the year) 
o Wheat Ridge did an award for one year 
o Overall a mix of cities themselves, econ development groups, 

chambers do this. They also commonly do awards already so it’s a 
nice fit. 

o Send any additional ideas/thoughts to Nancy. 
o Overall idea with awards 

 Review and document what’s been done by our peer 
communities 

 At minimum document key elements of others communities’ 
programs. (e.g. how are businesses recruited, list 
benefits/motivations for competitors and awardees, examine 
possible categories for different types of businesses, basis of 
competition…) 

 Put together a suggestion list and/or high level outline for 
what a potential Arvada awards program would look like. 

 Goal is to get a recommendation in for implementation by Fall 
2016. 

o Also, suggested ASAC research what awards are available for the city 
itself? Quick web search reveals EPA programs, for example. What is 
out there? How do cities get involved? Can ASAC apply on behalf of 
Arvada with proper city review and approvals? What is the 
communications/PR or other benefits of these awards? 

 
Updates/Questions from Committee Members 

• Are there rebates or incentives for swamp coolers? Apparently yes via Xcel 
 
Changes to committee 

o Randy Weinert resigned. 
o Natalia Ekberg will limit her meeting attendance due to the upcoming 

birth of her twin boys. 
 
New Business: None 
 
Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

• Potential September meeting with transportation committee 



 
Adjournment: 8:40 


