
This project seeks to build upon the City’s and the State’s considerable investment in 
the preservation of Reno Park and develop design guidelines for the protection of the 
district. Adoption of the design guidelines is scheduled for March 2017.

Reno Park was established in 1889 just west of the new town’s central commercial district 
(Arvada Downtown National Historic District) on a portion of the homestead of Louis 
Reno—one of the town’s founding fathers along with Benjamin Franklin Wadsworth. 
Elbert Argersinger platted the Reno Park Addition on September 29, 1889, and by 
November, eighty lots had been sold to predominantly middle-class citizens. The long 
and narrow lots were platted in a grid system and the houses are typically set back 
at a uniform distance.  In 1901, the Denver and Northwestern Railway established an 
electric streetcar connection from Arvada to downtown Denver, increasing accessibility 
to the larger job market and providing an incentive for city dwellers to leave the city 
and create a classic early 20th century streetcar suburb in Arvada. Reno Park continued 
to develop and experienced its largest period of growth between 1900 and 1920, 
which is considered the early era of its period of significance in the National Historic 
District listing from 1997.

The recent survey of the historic district identified 85 contributing and 11 non-
contributing structures. Since then two contributing structures have been demolished.  
There are three primary housing styles or prototypes within the district: Minimal 
Traditional, Hipped Roof Cottage and Bungalow. However, there are other architectural 
styles present, including Dutch Colonial, Victorian and various vernacular structures. The 
neighborhood has high historic integrity and a strong sense of character and identity. 

This project will build upon previous work accomplished in the historic district. In 1997, 
the State Historical Fund supported the original comprehensive historic survey of 
Reno Park. In 2013-2014, the City of Arvada, in partnership with Historic Denver, Inc., 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Colorado Center for Community 
Development at UC-Denver, completed a Pattern & Design Idea Book to help homeowners 
preserve the essential character of their homes. This project included extensive citizen 
involvement and provided contextual detail including how to accommodate sensitive 
remodeling projects, improve energy efficiency and facilitate aging in place.

In late 2014 and early 2015, SWCA Consultants conducted a comprehensive resurvey of 
the district to document changes to the neighborhood and set the stage for its rezoning 
from a multifamily to a single family zone district for a portion of the district. The 
remaining portion still allows duplexes. There is also some  professional office  zoning 
on the south side of Ralston. 85% of residents supported the rezoning to protect the 
historic character of the district and in May 2015 Council approved it. 

Reno Park Historic District
Design Guidelines

This project was partially funded by a generous grant from History Colorado (State Historic 
Fund Grant).



For more 
Information contact:

Chery Drake, Senior Planner
City of Arvada
Planning & Zoning Div.
8101 Ralston Road
Arvada, CO 
80001-7000

(720) 898-7435
cheryl@arvada.org

Consultants:
Winter & Company

1265 Yellow Pine Ave
Boulder, CO 80304

303-440-8445
www.winterandcompany.net

Study Area

In format ion  re -
g a r d i n g  t h e 
Preservation for 
Living Project can 
be found at: http://
arvada.org/about/
d e v e l o p m e n t /
p r e s e r v a t i o n -
for-living-project.

In format ion  re -
garding the  re -
c e n t  h i s t o r i c 
property survey 
can be found at: 
h t t p : / / a r v a d a .
org/business/de-
v e l o p m e n t / h i s -
t o r i c - p r o p e r t y -
survey.
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