
ARVADA SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA 
September 14th, 2016   

Arvada City Hall 
Anne Campbell Conference Room 

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 
a. Meeting called to order at 6:05 pm. 
b. Present 

i. Karlyn Armstrong 
ii. Tara Kent 
iii. Donald Chung 
iv. Randy Moorman 
v. Harriet Hall 
vi. Steve Nixon 
vii. Chuck Clark 
viii. Luke Rickard 
ix. Jessica Prosser 
x. Anthony Satriano 
xi. Nancy Ford 
xii. Kara Giblin 
xiii. Eric Smeltzer 

c. Absent 
i. Tiffany Clark 
ii. Suzanne Gilfoil 
iii. Nina Morton 

 
2. Meet and greet with new ASAC members (30 min) 

a. Introductions and icebreaker exercises for new members. 
 

3. Review Meeting Agenda (1 min.) 
a. One item is added to the agenda, a review and discussion of meetings with the 

Arvada Steubens manager regarding how sustainability fits into their business. 
 

4. Public Comment (2 min) 
a. Bonnie Graham Reed and Marion Whitney discuss issues of potential concern 

regarding public access to the buffer zone at Rock Flats. 
i. They are interested publicizing a new group called “Rocky Flats Right to 

Know,” which intends to create an educational agenda to inform the 
general public about the history of use and cleanup within the buffer zone 
at Rocky Flats. 

ii. Their concern is driven by current proposals to open up buffer zone to 
public recreational use. 

b. There will be a meeting on the Thurs Sept 22nd at Trinity Presbyterian Church 
(wads and 77th) at 7 PM in regards to this group and issues. 

 
5. Approval of August 10, 2016 Minutes (2 min.) 

a. Minutes are amended and approved. 
 

6. Report from Staff / City Council Liaisons (10 min.) 
a. Jessica Prosser City staff updates: 



i. G-line status. The actual opening date is still in question. October 29 
is still the target opening date, but this seems unlikely given current 
status of activities. Updates will be provided as soon as more 
information is available. 

ii. Fall leaf collection and recycling days are being organized. Volunteer 
help will be needed at the Stenger-Lutz facility. Leaf collection will be 
held for the first three weeks of November. Collected leaves will be 
composted. Marketing for the even will be pushed through normal City 
channels. 

iii. A transfer station for food and green wastes is being developed at a 
site near highway 93 and Pioneer Sand and Gravel, and will serve 
Arvada as well as other cities and Jefferson County residents. An 
RFP will be developed to select and procure the site operator. The 
site will charge a tipping fee to receive wastes. The proposed 
operation will be similar to operations at the Rooney Road station. 

iv. The Community Resilience Coordinator candidate as accepted and 
will be starting at the end of September. She has emergency 
management and sustainability experience, and will be working on 
updating the greenhouse gas inventory as one of her initial projects. 
On a related note, community-wide energy data for Arvada is now 
available from Xcel on their website. 

b. Nancy Ford City Council updates 
i. Council is currently in the midst of budget planning discussions. 
ii. A sales tax increase (0.5%) is part of the discussions, which would 

support road, walkway, and bike path capital improvements. 
 

7. Sub-Committee Updates (15 min) 
a. Waste 

i. Goals are reviewed for the benefit of new ASAC members. Goals include: 
providing Council with information supporting revision of the City’s waste 
hauler ordinance, and establishing a organic waste drop-off and transfer 
site. 

ii. At the last ASAC meeting, EcoCycle came to discuss approaches for 
advancing zero waste policies in communities. 

iii. The subcommittee is targeting a study session with City Council to get 
them up to speed on policy options and impacts regarding various waste 
ordinances and policies. 

iv. Other cities (e.g. Lakewood, Westminster) are also considering 
restructuring their hauler ordinances. Lakewood will likely go with a 
districting approach, and part of the contracts would require haulers to 
offer recycling and composting pickup service. 

b. Energy 
i. Goals are reviewed for the benefit of new ASAC members. Goals include: 

defining and establishing measures for energy intensity; reviewing and 
recommending actions intended to improve residential participation in the 
ResourceSmart program. 

ii. Other energy-related updates: 
1. A contract to update the City’s greenhouse gas inventory has 

been awarded. 



2. Jefferson County commissioners approved the ability to use 
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing for 
commercial energy efficiency projects. 

iii. Additional information regarding ResourceSmart has been distributed to 
subcommittee member for review. 

iv. The Xcel community-wide energy report is now available on the Xcel 
website. 

c. Neighborhoods and Business 
i. Goals are reviewed for the benefit of new ASAC members. Goals include: 

integrating promotion of sustainability topics in various City 
community/neighborhood programs; developing a sustainability award for 
the Chamber of Commerce award’s dinner. 

ii. In support of developing an award, the Chamber will survey businesses 
this month – the survey will question all businesses on their perceptions 
of what sustainability is, if it’s valued, and if so, how it’s valued or 
incorporated into their operations/businesses. 

iii. Next steps inspired by Steubens meeting: subcommittee will do a write up 
focusing on interesting sustainability-related things that neighborhood 
businesses are doing. 

 
8. Old Business (40 min.) 

a. Inaugural Day of Service recap. 
i. 200 volunteers participated in various projects intended to spruce up the 

Terrace Park neighborhood. 
ii. ASAC went door-to-door in the neighborhood and handed out shopping 

backs packed with giveaways and information on various sustainability-
related City programs. Approximately 300 bags were distributed. 

iii. The bag distribution effort split ASAC volunteers into smaller teams of 
two. It is suggested that next year, a large team project could be selected, 
e.g. installing efficiency improvements or sustainable landscaping such 
that ASAC could work together in a larger group. 

iv. Randy Moorman noted that some of the projects were focused on City 
assets, and perhaps not enough were focused on assisting homes and 
private properties. 

v. Marion suggests that a community garden at a school as a future project, 
as it would create an ongoing outreach tool for ASAC. 

b. Discussion of contracting with EcoCycle to facilitate revision of the City’s waste 
hauling ordinance. 

i. Background: Westminster, Lakewood, and Arvada residents are all 
asking for more recycling options, while still maintaining a degree of 
choice among service providers? A single hauler might not work for all 
communities, as no potential vendors are currently large enough. 

ii. EcoCycle is proposing to act in a coaching or facilitation role to the City 
per a proposal circulated previously to ASAC. 

iii. Pros and cons are discussed. ASAC members seem agreed that an 
outside coach could be helpful. 

iv. ASAC would likely be tasked with providing a fair amount of support, as 
EcoCycle’s proposed role is not a full consulting role (which would 
typically include study design, data collection and analysis). ASAC 
members are in agreement to provide as much support as is reasonable, 
and is in favor of contracting with EcoCycle. 



c. Chickens revisited. 
i. Allowing more chickens on residential properties was an issue 

brought up at a past meeting (June 8, 2016) via public comment. 
ii. Background: properties zoned residential are limited to hosting a 

maximum of 5 chickens. There is no permitting mechanism that would 
allow for having more birds on a residential property. 

iii. ASAC discusses whether or not to take up the task of advocating for a 
higher maximum, and it is decided to defer action on this topic until 
next year. 

d. ASAC update to City Council 
i. ASAC discusses what topics should be covered in the update to 

Council, and what format the update should take. 
ii. A brief report summarizing the year’s activities and accomplishments 

is suggested, and submittal on a yearly basis is proposed. 
iii. ASAC will target submission of the report sometime after November. 

e. Meeting with Steubens management recap. 
i. Several ASAC members had a follow-up meeting with Stuebens to 

discuss more on what they’re doing and why, with the intent of 
understanding how sustainability is incorporated into their business, 
and are there any lessons learned that could be applied to other 
businesses. 

ii. Steubens notes that sustainability comes from their employees, and 
it’s a strong value shared by management and employees. They don’t 
market this actively, it’s just part of their core organizational values. 

iii. Steubens did note that they got started in Denver, where there are 
programs that help educate and provide tools to incorporate 
sustainable concepts into their business. 

 
9. Updates from Committee Members (10 min.) 

a. Randy Moorman: regarding waste management activities, there’s a lot going on 
at the state level. Public comments have been submitted regarding the State’s 
draft integrated solid waste and materials management plan. Some notes from 
the draft plan. 

i. Consultants drafting the plan studied leading states with high diversion 
rates (CO is currently at 12%, and the national average is 35%). 

ii. OR is a good model due to many similarities in demographics and 
geographic distribution of population. 

iii. The study divided the state into several regions, such that region-specific 
characteristics could be considered in proposed solutions. 

iv. CO Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) does not 
have much authority with respect to solid waste and materials 
management compared to similar agencies in other states. 

v. Funding in CO relatively is short. However, tipping fees in other states are 
generally higher than in CO. 

vi. Steve Nixon: the Golden solar and sustainable homes tour will take place 
October 1st. Sponsored by New Energy Colorado and Colorado 
Renewable Energy Society (CRES). Steve will do a write up about it. 

b. Tony Satriano 
i. There will be a Common Earth Community Garden Fall Festival 

celebration on October 8th, from 2-6 pm at the garden located at 72nd and 
Simms. 



ii. Bands, games, and information about community gardening will be on 
hand. 

c. Luke Rickard 
i. As an update regarding recent rate cases, the CO Solar Energy 

Industries Association (COSEIA) did approve of Ccel’s revised proposed 
rate case. 

ii. The proposed rate case gives Xcel the right to develop 50MW of 
community solar, which is great for potential community solar subscribers, 
but basically cuts off private sector development of community solar 
projects in the State. 

 
10. Agenda Items for Next Meeting (10 min.) 

a. Elections will be held at the October meeting. Positions to be filled include: 
i. ASAC Chair, who has responsibility for overall organization and ASAC 

management. The Chair also sets the monthly meeting agenda. 
ii. Vice Chair, who supports the Chair in execution of duties as needed. 
iii. Secretary, who takes notes during meetings and produces official 

minutes for publication. 
 

11. Adjournment 
a. The meeting is adjourned at 8:06 pm. 


