
Arvada Sustainability Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 
 
 

February 10, 2016 
Arvada City Hall 

8101 Ralston Rd, Arvada, CO 80002 
 

 
1. Call to order / Roll Call 

a. The meeting was called to order at 6:34pm. 
 

2. Present 
a. Karlyn Armstrong 
b. Chuck Clark 
c. Tiffany Clark 
d. Jessica Prosser 
e. Teisha Rowland 
f. Tara Kent 
g. Donald Chung 
h. Nancy Ford 

 
3. Absent 

a. Allen Best 
b. Kara Giblin 
c. Suzanne Gilfoil 
d. Nina Morton 

 
4. Ryan Thompson presentation on his capstone project proposal: ResourceSmart Arvada 

program analysis 
a. Ryan Thompson – CU Denver graduate student – will undertake an analysis of 

Arvada’s ResourceSmart program as part of his degree program requirements. 
b. Thompson summarized his proposal for analyzing ResourceSmart program 

utilization. 
c. A program participant and citizen survey will be part of the data collection 

process, with a target survey release in early March. 
d. ASAC general comments and notes: 

i. The study should be sure to also include data and analysis of water 
efficiency topics, in addition to energy efficiency. 



ii. The capstone analysis will focus on program performance within the 
residential segment. 

iii. ASAC will review the final paper upon completion, and will utilize the 
analysis to help determine what program changes could be made it 
increase adoption, or if an entirely new program may be warranted. 

 
5. Approval of 1-13-2016 Minutes 

a. Previous minutes are in need of amendment regarding the following. 
i. Previous minutes did not capture the potential for four subcommittees, 

not just three – a possible Food subcommittee is missing in original 
minutes and will be added. 

ii. Citizen attendee Randy’s last name is actually misspelled – the correct 
spelling is “Moorman,” and will be corrected. 

iii. Previous minutes were updated in “real time” as amendments were 
discussed. 

b. Previous minutes are approved as amended. 
 

6. Public Comment 
a. None. 

 
7. Review Meeting Agenda 

a. No comments or changes proposed. 
 

8. Report from City Staff / City Council Liaison 
a. Items from Jessica Prosser 

i. A March 2 “food day” will be taking place at the capitol, Jessica will be 
presenting on community food programs in Arvada 

ii. PACE Nation will be holding a summit on PACE financing models at the 
Sheraton Downtown on March 2. 

iii. Jessica notes that in theory, enabling PACE financing would be 
straightforward (this is a county-level issue) – Jefferson County (Jeffco) 
would need to work with the assessor’s office to make this an option for 
commercial and residential efficiency and renewable energy projects. On 
a related note, Jeffco is starting to think about sustainability, but is 
focusing first on unincorporated areas. The cities within Jeffco are 
collectively pushing for a more holistic approach. 

iv. Parks Master Plan. Appears to be on track for approval by March. 
v. Bikes master planning. This is just now getting organized, and Wesley 

Dismore will be in touch with ASAC soon regarding involvement in the 
process. 

vi. ASAC member recruitment to fill vacancies. Interviews will be conducted 
soon, Nancy Ford and Marc Williams will be interviewing candidates. 

 
9. Updates from Committee Members 



a. Allen Best has several recent articles in the Denver Post regarding carbon taxes, 
and water issues. 

b. Karlyn Armstrong attended a meeting about the proposed community rec center 
for the Alta Vista neighborhood (next to Fitzsimmons school), and notes that 
following. 

i. Apex Park and Recreation District will run the facility. 
ii. The facility will need voter re-approval of a city bond to fund the 

proposed improvements. 
c. Karlyn also presented information on the CO WaterWise campaign, which 

targets water education for the general public. The campaign has developed 
“pre-packaged” information and collateral around water education that cities 
and other organization can purchase to promote awareness. Samples are passed 
around the group/ 

 
10. New Business 

a. None. 
 

11. Old Business 
a. Sustain Arvada Festival and Festival Commission update from Chuck Clark. 

i. The the next cooperative meeting is scheduled for February 17, ASAC 
members should try to attend if possible. 

ii. Chuck’s current focus has been working on getting appropriate 
presenters scheduled. Presenter targets include: Hotquest, the zoo, 
aquarium, Zero Hero, and the CSU Extension 4H program. 

iii. Generally more interactive presenters/presentation are desired, i.e. more 
hands-on or demonstration type presentations. 

iv. ASAC members should provide any vendor or presenter ideas to Brenda 
at the City. 

v. The advertising plan is getting wrapped up, a proposed poster was 
circulated. 

b. Subcommittee presentations of 2016 Action Plan items to ASAC 
i. Waste subcommittee notes: 

1. The current primary subcommittee goal is to have mandatory 
volume-based pricing options incorporated into City ordinance by 
2020, but after a discussion with Jessica, a new approach may be 
needed. First, perhaps the goal should be to have the ordinance 
updated by 2017 instead of 2020, to which the subcommittee 
agrees. 

2. The current thinking is to update the related ordinance to require 
haulers to offer recycling and to offer volume-based pricing. 

3. Randy Moorman notes that his company, Eco-cycle, could provide 
information and data around these issues as they’re currently 
working on similar communications and educational campaigns 
with Longmont. 



4. The approach to achieving the goal rests on developing and 
relaying educational information to two key targets, City Council 
and the general public. 

5. It is also noted that any potential cost savings under the new rules 
are worth analyzing and promoting as part of both educational 
campaigns. 

6. Tara Kent presents possible topics and schedule for developing 
presentations or memoranda to City Council on waste diversion 
practices and goals (e.g. recycling and composting). 

ii. Energy subcommittee notes: 
1. The subcommittee’s 2020 goal is to help drive adoption of energy 

measures leading to a 20% reduction in City-wide energy 
intensity. The annual goal for 2016 is to draft memoranda and/or 
other communications to city council outlining benefits of 
effciency- and renewable energy-related programs, and net-zero 
construction practices. 

2. Specific proposed actions items include 3 identified topics: 1) 
assistance, guidance, and recommendations regarding the future 
of the ResourceSmart (or other) resource efficiency programs, 
with a focus on energy; 2) establishing appropriate and metrics to 
quantify and track progress against the energy intensity goal; and 
3) develop case studies regarding benefits of higher levels of LEED 
certificaiton for municipal buildings, with the intent of pushing for 
more “halo” projects within the City’s building portfolio.  

3. It is noted that the third action item on LEED case studies may not 
best fit current City needs? The impact would appear to be lower, 
considering that the City already strives to achieve LEED status for 
new buildings. Additional thoughts and ideas are shared, 
summarized as follows. 

a. Is there a tour of existing City LEED buildings for the public 
or some other way of driving more impact through general 
public educational campaigns? 

b. Should the subcommittee consider reaching out to Apex 
regarding new facilities instead of the City, as the City does 
not have many new buildings in the current capital plan? 

c. Should the subcommittee focus on educating and working 
with developers, given the preponderance of new build 
occurring in parts of the City? 

4. Overall, the third action item requires more though and possible 
redirection. Possibly a third action item is not needed for this 
year, given scope of action items 1 and 2. 

iii. Neighborhoods subcommittee notes: 
1. The Neighborhoods subcommittee 2020 goal is to create an active 

business community and neighborhoods regarding sustainability 



and increase in number of neighborhoods with named groups. 
Annual goal is to advise City Council on the integration of 
Sustainability into neighborhood programs and develop a 
framework to recognize sustainable businesses in Arvada. 

2. Regarding integrating sustainability into neighborhoods programs, 
specific actions are contingent upon initial meetings with the City 
that have yet to take place. 

3. Regarding establishing sustainable business awards, Nancy Ford is 
continuing efforts on this topic. 

4. Regarding meeting with neighboring cities’ sustainability groups 
(discussed at the last meeting), Golden expressed interest, but 
they are checking with their board before committing to anything. 

iv. No progress on a possible Food subcommittee, but given absences this 
subcommittee may still be a possibility? 

c. Subcommittees are to continue planning/brainstorming on the 2016 action plans 
where need, and to begin implementation where action items are agreed upon. 

 
12. Agenda Items for next meeting 

a. A discussion and planning session regarding overall ASAC commincations 
strategy and tactics will be added. 

b. A discussion of social events and meetings will be added. 
 

13. Adjourn 
a. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 


