
JANUARY 2017 CLASSES

Tai Chi at Majestic View 
Mondays, January 2 - February 6
Beginning Tai Chi, 6:15 - 7:15 p.m.
Continuing Tai Chi, 5 - 6 p.m.
Adults, $60 for each 6-week session.

Adapted from the Sun form, this Tai Chi is slow, easy flowing
and centering. Join us inside the beautiful Nature Center for
the winter season. Bring water and wear comfortable clothes.
Patricia Douglas is certified through Tai Chi for Health 
Institute. 

Fur Coats and Cozy Caves
Saturday, January 7, 10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 3-6 yrs. Free.

As the wind howls and the snow swirls, our fellow mammals
have many great adaptations to deal with the chilly winter!
Bring your little one to investigate many Colorado mammals
and discover what they might be up to during this cold 
season. 

Explore Mythical Creatures through Art
Wednesdays, January 11 – March 15, 4-5:30 p.m.
Ages 6-14 yrs., $90 for 10-week session.

Draw, paint, sculpt and create a mask of your favorite fabled
and fantasy animals. Bring mermaids, dragons, werewolves
and centaurs to life through various artistic media. Bring a
healthy after school snack each week of this 10 week series.
Instructor: Dave Sullivan. 

Mammals: Nose to Tail
Thursdays, January 12 and 26, 5-7 p.m. 
Ages 8 yrs. to adult, $15.

A furry, fun, interactive workshop of everything mammal, from
pelts and bones to marsupials and monotremes. Leave with a
thorough understanding of the furriest class of the Animal
Kingdom. This 2 part workshop also covers most of the re-
quirements for the Boy Scout Mammal Study Merit Badge
(instructor is not a merit badge counselor). 

Close Encounters of Science and Art
Saturdays, January 14, 21, 28, 9-10:30 a.m. 
Ages 7-14 yrs., $15 each or $40 for three.

Come engage both sides of your brain as you learn about 
science while depicting those topics through unique, artistic
creations. Instructor: Dave Sullivan. 
Week 1 – Flesh on the Bones - Build a dinosaur by using a
skeleton model and clay.
Week 2 – Paint Like a Caveman - Learn about paleo animal
art and create your own.
Week 3 – ‘Snow What?’ - Draw snowy owls, polar bears,
arctic foxes and other wintery wildlife.

National Parks of Africa: MVNC Travel Series 
Tuesday, January 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
Ages 10 yrs.-adult, $5.

Ditch the frost for a night and live in the vicarious warmth of Joe
and Nickie McMillan’s trip to Kenya, Tanzania and Zimbabwe.
See amazing snapshots from Amboseli National Park and
Masai Mara National Reserve. Learn about the safari trips in
National Parks like Manyara, Serengeti and Hwange. See what
wildlife treasures can be found in the Ngorongoro Crater, the
largest intact and unflooded volcano caldera in the world. 

Garbology: MVNC Campfire Series 
Wednesday, January 18, 6 – 7:30 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $17/family.

In 2017 why not make a resolution for Mother Nature? Come
dive into the world of packaging and get creative about how
to employ the three R's in everything you do. Bring your family
to this fun campfire program, roast a marshmallow, and un-
wrap a gift from Majestic View to you! Note the time, as it is
earlier than other campfires in the past.

Introduction to Backyard Beekeeping 
Tuesday, January 24, 7-8:30 p.m.
Ages 10 to adult, $12.

Have you ever wondered what it takes to keep your own 
beehive? This class, taught by Pioneer Farmsteaders will cover
the equipment and resources needed to start a backyard hive.
Discuss the life of the honeybee and the important role that
small-scale beekeepers play in supporting a healthy honeybee
population. Now is the time to start thinking about a new 
beehive so you can get all your supplies ready by spring! 

Hands Dirty, Feet Wet – Outdoor Nature Playdates
Wednesday, January 25, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
All ages, Free.

Bring your children for a nature playdate at our “Nature: 
Explore” space, where they can build snow forts, climb on logs,
jump stump to stump, balance rocks, and connect with their
world. No screens, no plans, no slides or swings, rather loads of
unstructured imagination and creativity. Stay as long as you
like, pack a picnic, and enjoy the view! “If we are going to save
environmentalism and the environment, we must also save an
endangered indicator species: the child in nature.” - Richard
Louv. 

WINTER 2017 PROGRAMS
Most programs require pre-registration 720-898-7405

Drop in Discovery 
First Thursday and Third Monday at 10 a.m.
All ages, Free.

Investigate the amazing natural world from the Nature
Center. Explore different themes using hands on activities,
books, puzzles, crafts, and other interactive items. 
No need to sign up in advance, just swing by and enjoy!

7030 Garrison Street

Arvada, Colorado 80004

720-898-7405

www.arvada.org/nature

From the Director

Celebrating 15 years! We are
proud and excited to announce that
Arvada’s Majestic View Nature Center
is observing our 15th year of service.
We have reached this significant mile-
stone with the support of the Arvada
community, City staff members,
donors, and Nature Center volun-
teers and employees. We are delighted with the growth we
have achieved in these years and exemplify the City’s vision;
We Dream Big and Deliver!
Our year-long celebration, The Grand Tour, includes 15 free
activities in honor of our 15 years! Look for details and of
course join us for our Birthday Party on August 5.

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Monday-Thursday & Saturday 
October-May 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

June-September 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Connect with us on social media! Visit our Majestic View
Nature Center Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
@Majestic_View and M.V.N.C on Instagram. Don't 
forget to send a comment, like a photo, or share any
great experiences. 

Director: Karen Miller
Environmental Education Specialists:
Angela Borland & Charlotte Sandkuhler

Center Specialists: Dean Bernard & Dudley Weiland
And our many superb volunteers and instructors

ABOUT THE CENTER

Arvada’s Majestic View Nature Center & Community Park
is a valuable resource, providing environmental education
and awareness of our natural resources. The park 
encompasses over 80 acres, including wetlands, prairie,
interpretive trails, demonstration garden, and a variety of
wildlife. The building features hands-on displays, wildlife
exhibits, classrooms, and meeting space. A variety of 
programs are offered for the general public, school
groups, preschools, scouts, and special interest groups.
Programs presented at our site or yours. 

DIRECTIONS TO MAJESTIC VIEW NATURE CENTER
7030 Garrison Street, Arvada, CO, 80004

720-898-7405

From the east: Wadsworth to 68th Avenue, west to
Garrison Street, north on Garrison Street to the Center.
From the west: Oberon Road to 66th Avenue, east to

Garrison Street, north to the Center.
“Oh No! Is my class available?” 

Please register at least three days in advance to allow instructors sufficient time to prepare. Classes that do not meet the minimum
registration three days before class may be canceled. Don’t hesitate . . . register online today at www.arvada.org/nature.

REGISTER ONLINE! 
Please find a link on www.arvada.org/nature “Public
Classes” page for online registration. Register Today! 
We strive to offer high quality programs for all ages.
Please register at least three days in advance to allow 
instructors sufficient time to prepare. Classes that do not
meet the minimum registration three days before class
may be canceled. If you can no longer attend, please call 
720-898-7405 ASAP to cancel.



“Oh No! Is my class available?” 
Please register at least three days in advance to allow instructors sufficient time to prepare.

Classes that do not meet the minimum registration three days before class may be canceled. Don’t hesitate . . . register online today at www.arvada.org/nature.

For more information or to rent the facility call
720-898-7405

FACILITY RENTALS
Available to rent for small business meetings, social func-
tions, and special events.

YOUTH BIRTHDAY PARTIES
We provide a fun nature presentation, followed by your
own birthday activity.  

Visit our website, www.arvada.org/nature

SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Water Wise! The Science
and Conservation of
Water 
Free for Arvada 6th grade
classes. Topics include: the im-
portance of water, the water
cycle, Arvada resident water
use and source, conserving
water. Students conduct a
water conservation contest at
home. Teachers, call us to set
up a presentation in your class-
room.

School Field Trips:
Elementary Exploration Program
A Scientific & Cultural Facilities District Tier III grant assists
in funding this program, a Pre-K-6th grade science cur-
riculum in which students learn environmental education
concepts utilizing the 80-acre park and facilities.  
Students participate in multiple hands-on activities. 
Topics are specific to grade level and science standards
based.

Wild Wonders-Pre-K & K: May include Butterflies, My
Five Senses, Feathered Friends, How Do Plants Grow?

Amazing Animals-1st- 2nd: May include Fascinating
Fish Facts, Meet a Mammal, Amphibians and Reptiles,
What Makes a Bird a Bird?

Incredible Insects-3rd: May include What Makes an In-
sect an Insect?, Life Cycles, Insects Up Close and Personal,
Insect Safari, Critter Trail.

Ecosystem Experience-4th - 6th: May include Exhibit
Round Robin, Mammals Study, Wetland Walk, Prairies,
Enviroscape.

Elementary Exploration is offered weekday mornings, ac-
commodating up to 70 students per program.  $4 per
student.  Call for further information and to schedule a
field trip for your group.

FEBRUARY 2017 CLASSES
After Nappers or After School Club
Tuesdays, February 7-28, 4-5 p.m.
After Nappers - Ages 2-4 yrs. with adult
After School - Ages 5-10 yrs.
$15 for 4 week session.

Discover nature through fun, hands-on learning.  Dress for the
weather.

After Nappers - Remember cloud gazing, leaf rubbing, and 
puddle jumping? A naturalist guides your younger children
through the wonders of the park, using our 5 senses and 
encouraging exploration. 
After School – Explore more in depth as a naturalist helps your
older children develop their love for nature and science.

Russian Story Time
Saturday, February 11, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Ages 3-5 yrs., Free.

Open your ears to a new world of words as a local mom and 
native Russian speaker brings the language to life. Through 
nature themed books, songs, games and stories, you will leave
with a few new words to add to your conversation. Knowing
Russian is not needed to join in on the fun. 

Hands Dirty, Feet Wet – Nature Playdates 
Thursday, February 16, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
All ages, Free.

See description in January’s programs.

Rocks and Minerals Around Us - Display
This February the Nature Center hosts the North Jeffco Gem &
Mineral Club’s exhibit; featuring Lyons sandstone, Mt. Antero
granite, fossilized wood, smoky quartz, garnets, pyrite and more.
Go home with a token of your visit. Stop in during public hours
to enjoy the display.

Unearthing Colorado
Saturday, February 18, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Ages 6 yrs.-adult, Free.

Have you ever wanted to go on a rock hunt? Learn techniques
and clues to have your own successful dig around Colorado and
Wyoming. Also find out how to join the North Jeffco Gem & 
Mineral Club on one of their many events. They will answer your
questions about their fascinating display of rocks and minerals.
Must sign up by February 16.

Tai Chi at Majestic View
Mondays, February 20 – March 27 
Beginning 6:15 - 7:15 p.m., Continuing 5 - 6 p.m.
Adults, $60 for 6-week session.

See full description in January listing.

Winter Survival: Night with a Naturalist Series
Tuesday, February 21, 6-7:30 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

It's cold outside! How can you be better prepared to enjoy the
winter landscape? Take some lessons from wildlife on survival,
learn what to pack, and add a few skills that may help you out in
a pinch. Join Naturalist Angela Borland to explore the world of
winter and leave with a few suggestions of how and where you
can enjoy the Colorado Front Range this winter. 

Watercolor and Tea
Wednesdays, February 22 and March 1, 6-8 p.m.
Adults, $40 for 2-week session.

Express the beauty of nature through different watercolor 
techniques. We will experiment with dry brushes, salt, rubber 
cement, and enjoy tea as we create scenes from nature. 
Instructor: David Sullivan.

Walking in a Winter Wonderland 
Saturday, February 25, 11 a.m. for a short talk, walk starts at
11:15 a.m. All ages, Free.
Meet at Pavilion at Ralston Central Park, 5850 Garrison St.

Join Arvada native Dean Bernard as he shares some helpful tips on
how to get outside on one of Arvada's 150 miles of trails during the
winter months. Adults and children will enjoy this informative walk
along Ralston Creek Trail. Walk at a casual pace for 1 to 1 1/2
hours. Dress for the weather. Please register in advance as space
is limited.

MARCH 2017 CLASSES

Preschool Fun with Animals
Wednesdays, March 1-22, 10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 3-6 yrs., $18 for four-week session.

Jody Weiland teaches about coyotes, beavers, bugs and fish.
Enjoy a glimpse into their wonderful worlds, using books, stories,
crafts, and games.

Animal Olympics with The Downtown Aquarium
Saturday, March 4, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

Meet some of the animals from the Downtown Aquarium and
compete with them in the Animal Olympics! Who will win?
Please leave your dogs at home.

The Many Benefits of Urban Birds 
Saturday, March 11, 3-4 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

Birds are beautiful, interesting, soothe our souls, and benefit our
lives. They also fill niches in food webs, moderate insect populations,
alert us to climate changes , serve as "canaries in the coal mine",
pollinate flowers, facilitate the recycling of dead trees, build
houses for one another, and much more.  We will also explore
ways you can help them. David Leatherman, retired forest 
entomologist. 

Wildlife Trafficking: MVNC Campfire Series
Wednesday, March 15, 6:30-8 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

Did you know the three species most at risk of this illegal activity
are tigers, rhinos and elephants? See confiscated wildlife items
up close and personal as experts from U.S. Fish and Wildlife tell
all about the illegal items coming in and out of our ports. You will
also learn about the Native American Eagle Feather Program.
Take in this fascinating topic fireside, and roast a marshmallow to
end the program. 

Dark Night, Star Light 
Friday, March 24, 8 - 9:30 p.m.  
Ages 6 yrs. – adult.  Free.

Kick off spring break with a great peek at the stars on this moon-
less night.  Star light falls everywhere on Earth.  What is it and
how is it created? Join us for a night of star gazing as we explore
those shiny points of light up there.  Presented by Mike Dempsey
of Jefferson County Open Space.   

Hands Dirty, Feet Wet – Nature Playdates 
Tuesday, March 28, 10:30 a.m-12 p.m.
All ages, Free.

See description in January’s programs.

Seed Starting 
Saturday, March 25, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Adults & Teens, $5.

Jump start your summer garden and save money by starting
your vegetables and flowers indoors now. A CSU Master Gar-
dener teaches how to start plants from seed using scientifically
proven methods. Class covers starting mixes, light, heat and
water for the best germination rates as well as schedules, storage
methods and seed packet information. Pre-register as space is
limited. Be sure to check out the seed swap/giveaway which will
start right after class in the lobby.

Seed Swap and Giveaway
Saturday, March 25, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
All ages, Free.

Do you want to try some new vegetable varieties this year? Bring
your unused or unwanted seed packets and see what is available
to pick up. We will have many different flowers as well as vegeta-
bles to choose from. Consider coming at 10:30 and brush up on
your seed planting techniques in the “Seed Starting” class. 
Co-sponsored by the Arvada Gardeners Community Garden.

Kite Making Classes at Majestic View Nature Center 
Friday, March 31, 4-5 p.m.
Saturday, April 1 at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Ages 4-10 yrs., $5 (All materials included in fee).

Assemble, decorate and take home your own sled kite. Then
come out and fly your new kite at the free Arvada Kite Festival at
Stenger Soccer Complex on Sunday, April 2 from 10:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Watch the pros fly their spectacular kites at this Arvada 
Festivals Commission event. Pre-register, classes fill up fast! 

Nature Art from Around the World 
Wednesdays, March 29 - May 17, 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Ages 6-12 yrs., $72 for 8 week session.

Discover art techniques and materials used by other cultures to
make unique and interesting creations. Connect with Japanese,
Native American and other peoples by their association with 
nature through their art. Bring your healthy after-school snack
each time. Please register by March 27. Instructor: David Sullivan.

Garden In A Box
Arvada has partnered again with Garden In A Box,
which offers a simple approach to water-wise gardening.
The Center for ReSource Conservation’s professionally
designed gardens contain perennial, Xeric (low-water)
plants for your landscaping needs. Homeowners, 
communities, and HOAs can plant the gardens to 
replace turf, reduce watering requirements, and 
otherwise improve conservation practices for their 
landscapes. conservationcenter.org/gardens

Denotes a
Grand Tour Event



“Oh No! Is my class available?” 
Please register at least three days in advance to allow instructors sufficient time to prepare.

Classes that do not meet the minimum registration three days before class may be canceled. Don’t hesitate . . . register online today at www.arvada.org/nature.

For more information or to rent the facility call
720-898-7405

FACILITY RENTALS
Available to rent for small business meetings, social func-
tions, and special events.

YOUTH BIRTHDAY PARTIES
We provide a fun nature presentation, followed by your
own birthday activity.  

Visit our website, www.arvada.org/nature

SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Water Wise! The Science
and Conservation of
Water 
Free for Arvada 6th grade
classes. Topics include: the im-
portance of water, the water
cycle, Arvada resident water
use and source, conserving
water. Students conduct a
water conservation contest at
home. Teachers, call us to set
up a presentation in your class-
room.

School Field Trips:
Elementary Exploration Program
A Scientific & Cultural Facilities District Tier III grant assists
in funding this program, a Pre-K-6th grade science cur-
riculum in which students learn environmental education
concepts utilizing the 80-acre park and facilities.  
Students participate in multiple hands-on activities. 
Topics are specific to grade level and science standards
based.

Wild Wonders-Pre-K & K: May include Butterflies, My
Five Senses, Feathered Friends, How Do Plants Grow?

Amazing Animals-1st- 2nd: May include Fascinating
Fish Facts, Meet a Mammal, Amphibians and Reptiles,
What Makes a Bird a Bird?

Incredible Insects-3rd: May include What Makes an In-
sect an Insect?, Life Cycles, Insects Up Close and Personal,
Insect Safari, Critter Trail.

Ecosystem Experience-4th - 6th: May include Exhibit
Round Robin, Mammals Study, Wetland Walk, Prairies,
Enviroscape.

Elementary Exploration is offered weekday mornings, ac-
commodating up to 70 students per program.  $4 per
student.  Call for further information and to schedule a
field trip for your group.

FEBRUARY 2017 CLASSES
After Nappers or After School Club
Tuesdays, February 7-28, 4-5 p.m.
After Nappers - Ages 2-4 yrs. with adult
After School - Ages 5-10 yrs.
$15 for 4 week session.

Discover nature through fun, hands-on learning.  Dress for the
weather.

After Nappers - Remember cloud gazing, leaf rubbing, and 
puddle jumping? A naturalist guides your younger children
through the wonders of the park, using our 5 senses and 
encouraging exploration. 
After School – Explore more in depth as a naturalist helps your
older children develop their love for nature and science.

Russian Story Time
Saturday, February 11, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Ages 3-5 yrs., Free.

Open your ears to a new world of words as a local mom and 
native Russian speaker brings the language to life. Through 
nature themed books, songs, games and stories, you will leave
with a few new words to add to your conversation. Knowing
Russian is not needed to join in on the fun. 

Hands Dirty, Feet Wet – Nature Playdates 
Thursday, February 16, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
All ages, Free.

See description in January’s programs.

Rocks and Minerals Around Us - Display
This February the Nature Center hosts the North Jeffco Gem &
Mineral Club’s exhibit; featuring Lyons sandstone, Mt. Antero
granite, fossilized wood, smoky quartz, garnets, pyrite and more.
Go home with a token of your visit. Stop in during public hours
to enjoy the display.

Unearthing Colorado
Saturday, February 18, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Ages 6 yrs.-adult, Free.

Have you ever wanted to go on a rock hunt? Learn techniques
and clues to have your own successful dig around Colorado and
Wyoming. Also find out how to join the North Jeffco Gem & 
Mineral Club on one of their many events. They will answer your
questions about their fascinating display of rocks and minerals.
Must sign up by February 16.

Tai Chi at Majestic View
Mondays, February 20 – March 27 
Beginning 6:15 - 7:15 p.m., Continuing 5 - 6 p.m.
Adults, $60 for 6-week session.

See full description in January listing.

Winter Survival: Night with a Naturalist Series
Tuesday, February 21, 6-7:30 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

It's cold outside! How can you be better prepared to enjoy the
winter landscape? Take some lessons from wildlife on survival,
learn what to pack, and add a few skills that may help you out in
a pinch. Join Naturalist Angela Borland to explore the world of
winter and leave with a few suggestions of how and where you
can enjoy the Colorado Front Range this winter. 

Watercolor and Tea
Wednesdays, February 22 and March 1, 6-8 p.m.
Adults, $40 for 2-week session.

Express the beauty of nature through different watercolor 
techniques. We will experiment with dry brushes, salt, rubber 
cement, and enjoy tea as we create scenes from nature. 
Instructor: David Sullivan.

Walking in a Winter Wonderland 
Saturday, February 25, 11 a.m. for a short talk, walk starts at
11:15 a.m. All ages, Free.
Meet at Pavilion at Ralston Central Park, 5850 Garrison St.

Join Arvada native Dean Bernard as he shares some helpful tips on
how to get outside on one of Arvada's 150 miles of trails during the
winter months. Adults and children will enjoy this informative walk
along Ralston Creek Trail. Walk at a casual pace for 1 to 1 1/2
hours. Dress for the weather. Please register in advance as space
is limited.

MARCH 2017 CLASSES

Preschool Fun with Animals
Wednesdays, March 1-22, 10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 3-6 yrs., $18 for four-week session.

Jody Weiland teaches about coyotes, beavers, bugs and fish.
Enjoy a glimpse into their wonderful worlds, using books, stories,
crafts, and games.

Animal Olympics with The Downtown Aquarium
Saturday, March 4, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

Meet some of the animals from the Downtown Aquarium and
compete with them in the Animal Olympics! Who will win?
Please leave your dogs at home.

The Many Benefits of Urban Birds 
Saturday, March 11, 3-4 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

Birds are beautiful, interesting, soothe our souls, and benefit our
lives. They also fill niches in food webs, moderate insect populations,
alert us to climate changes , serve as "canaries in the coal mine",
pollinate flowers, facilitate the recycling of dead trees, build
houses for one another, and much more.  We will also explore
ways you can help them. David Leatherman, retired forest 
entomologist. 

Wildlife Trafficking: MVNC Campfire Series
Wednesday, March 15, 6:30-8 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $15/family.

Did you know the three species most at risk of this illegal activity
are tigers, rhinos and elephants? See confiscated wildlife items
up close and personal as experts from U.S. Fish and Wildlife tell
all about the illegal items coming in and out of our ports. You will
also learn about the Native American Eagle Feather Program.
Take in this fascinating topic fireside, and roast a marshmallow to
end the program. 

Dark Night, Star Light 
Friday, March 24, 8 - 9:30 p.m.  
Ages 6 yrs. – adult.  Free.

Kick off spring break with a great peek at the stars on this moon-
less night.  Star light falls everywhere on Earth.  What is it and
how is it created? Join us for a night of star gazing as we explore
those shiny points of light up there.  Presented by Mike Dempsey
of Jefferson County Open Space.   

Hands Dirty, Feet Wet – Nature Playdates 
Tuesday, March 28, 10:30 a.m-12 p.m.
All ages, Free.

See description in January’s programs.

Seed Starting 
Saturday, March 25, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Adults & Teens, $5.

Jump start your summer garden and save money by starting
your vegetables and flowers indoors now. A CSU Master Gar-
dener teaches how to start plants from seed using scientifically
proven methods. Class covers starting mixes, light, heat and
water for the best germination rates as well as schedules, storage
methods and seed packet information. Pre-register as space is
limited. Be sure to check out the seed swap/giveaway which will
start right after class in the lobby.

Seed Swap and Giveaway
Saturday, March 25, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
All ages, Free.

Do you want to try some new vegetable varieties this year? Bring
your unused or unwanted seed packets and see what is available
to pick up. We will have many different flowers as well as vegeta-
bles to choose from. Consider coming at 10:30 and brush up on
your seed planting techniques in the “Seed Starting” class. 
Co-sponsored by the Arvada Gardeners Community Garden.

Kite Making Classes at Majestic View Nature Center 
Friday, March 31, 4-5 p.m.
Saturday, April 1 at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Ages 4-10 yrs., $5 (All materials included in fee).

Assemble, decorate and take home your own sled kite. Then
come out and fly your new kite at the free Arvada Kite Festival at
Stenger Soccer Complex on Sunday, April 2 from 10:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Watch the pros fly their spectacular kites at this Arvada 
Festivals Commission event. Pre-register, classes fill up fast! 

Nature Art from Around the World 
Wednesdays, March 29 - May 17, 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Ages 6-12 yrs., $72 for 8 week session.

Discover art techniques and materials used by other cultures to
make unique and interesting creations. Connect with Japanese,
Native American and other peoples by their association with 
nature through their art. Bring your healthy after-school snack
each time. Please register by March 27. Instructor: David Sullivan.

Garden In A Box
Arvada has partnered again with Garden In A Box,
which offers a simple approach to water-wise gardening.
The Center for ReSource Conservation’s professionally
designed gardens contain perennial, Xeric (low-water)
plants for your landscaping needs. Homeowners, 
communities, and HOAs can plant the gardens to 
replace turf, reduce watering requirements, and 
otherwise improve conservation practices for their 
landscapes. conservationcenter.org/gardens

Denotes a
Grand Tour Event



JANUARY 2017 CLASSES

Tai Chi at Majestic View 
Mondays, January 2 - February 6
Beginning Tai Chi, 6:15 - 7:15 p.m.
Continuing Tai Chi, 5 - 6 p.m.
Adults, $60 for each 6-week session.

Adapted from the Sun form, this Tai Chi is slow, easy flowing
and centering. Join us inside the beautiful Nature Center for
the winter season. Bring water and wear comfortable clothes.
Patricia Douglas is certified through Tai Chi for Health 
Institute. 

Fur Coats and Cozy Caves
Saturday, January 7, 10-10:45 a.m.
Ages 3-6 yrs. Free.

As the wind howls and the snow swirls, our fellow mammals
have many great adaptations to deal with the chilly winter!
Bring your little one to investigate many Colorado mammals
and discover what they might be up to during this cold 
season. 

Explore Mythical Creatures through Art
Wednesdays, January 11 – March 15, 4-5:30 p.m.
Ages 6-14 yrs., $90 for 10-week session.

Draw, paint, sculpt and create a mask of your favorite fabled
and fantasy animals. Bring mermaids, dragons, werewolves
and centaurs to life through various artistic media. Bring a
healthy after school snack each week of this 10 week series.
Instructor: Dave Sullivan. 

Mammals: Nose to Tail
Thursdays, January 12 and 26, 5-7 p.m. 
Ages 8 yrs. to adult, $15.

A furry, fun, interactive workshop of everything mammal, from
pelts and bones to marsupials and monotremes. Leave with a
thorough understanding of the furriest class of the Animal
Kingdom. This 2 part workshop also covers most of the re-
quirements for the Boy Scout Mammal Study Merit Badge
(instructor is not a merit badge counselor). 

Close Encounters of Science and Art
Saturdays, January 14, 21, 28, 9-10:30 a.m. 
Ages 7-14 yrs., $15 each or $40 for three.

Come engage both sides of your brain as you learn about 
science while depicting those topics through unique, artistic
creations. Instructor: Dave Sullivan. 
Week 1 – Flesh on the Bones - Build a dinosaur by using a
skeleton model and clay.
Week 2 – Paint Like a Caveman - Learn about paleo animal
art and create your own.
Week 3 – ‘Snow What?’ - Draw snowy owls, polar bears,
arctic foxes and other wintery wildlife.

National Parks of Africa: MVNC Travel Series 
Tuesday, January 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
Ages 10 yrs.-adult, $5.

Ditch the frost for a night and live in the vicarious warmth of Joe
and Nickie McMillan’s trip to Kenya, Tanzania and Zimbabwe.
See amazing snapshots from Amboseli National Park and
Masai Mara National Reserve. Learn about the safari trips in
National Parks like Manyara, Serengeti and Hwange. See what
wildlife treasures can be found in the Ngorongoro Crater, the
largest intact and unflooded volcano caldera in the world. 

Garbology: MVNC Campfire Series 
Wednesday, January 18, 6 – 7:30 p.m.
All ages, $5/person, $17/family.

In 2017 why not make a resolution for Mother Nature? Come
dive into the world of packaging and get creative about how
to employ the three R's in everything you do. Bring your family
to this fun campfire program, roast a marshmallow, and un-
wrap a gift from Majestic View to you! Note the time, as it is
earlier than other campfires in the past.

Introduction to Backyard Beekeeping 
Tuesday, January 24, 7-8:30 p.m.
Ages 10 to adult, $12.

Have you ever wondered what it takes to keep your own 
beehive? This class, taught by Pioneer Farmsteaders will cover
the equipment and resources needed to start a backyard hive.
Discuss the life of the honeybee and the important role that
small-scale beekeepers play in supporting a healthy honeybee
population. Now is the time to start thinking about a new 
beehive so you can get all your supplies ready by spring! 

Hands Dirty, Feet Wet – Outdoor Nature Playdates
Wednesday, January 25, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
All ages, Free.

Bring your children for a nature playdate at our “Nature: 
Explore” space, where they can build snow forts, climb on logs,
jump stump to stump, balance rocks, and connect with their
world. No screens, no plans, no slides or swings, rather loads of
unstructured imagination and creativity. Stay as long as you
like, pack a picnic, and enjoy the view! “If we are going to save
environmentalism and the environment, we must also save an
endangered indicator species: the child in nature.” - Richard
Louv. 

WINTER 2017 PROGRAMS
Most programs require pre-registration 720-898-7405

Drop in Discovery 
First Thursday and Third Monday at 10 a.m.
All ages, Free.

Investigate the amazing natural world from the Nature
Center. Explore different themes using hands on activities,
books, puzzles, crafts, and other interactive items. 
No need to sign up in advance, just swing by and enjoy!

7030 Garrison Street

Arvada, Colorado 80004

720-898-7405

www.arvada.org/nature

From the Director

Celebrating 15 years! We are
proud and excited to announce that
Arvada’s Majestic View Nature Center
is observing our 15th year of service.
We have reached this significant mile-
stone with the support of the Arvada
community, City staff members,
donors, and Nature Center volun-
teers and employees. We are delighted with the growth we
have achieved in these years and exemplify the City’s vision;
We Dream Big and Deliver!
Our year-long celebration, The Grand Tour, includes 15 free
activities in honor of our 15 years! Look for details and of
course join us for our Birthday Party on August 5.

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Monday-Thursday & Saturday 
October-May 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

June-September 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Connect with us on social media! Visit our Majestic View
Nature Center Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
@Majestic_View and M.V.N.C on Instagram. Don't 
forget to send a comment, like a photo, or share any
great experiences. 

Director: Karen Miller
Environmental Education Specialists:
Angela Borland & Charlotte Sandkuhler

Center Specialists: Dean Bernard & Dudley Weiland
And our many superb volunteers and instructors

ABOUT THE CENTER

Arvada’s Majestic View Nature Center & Community Park
is a valuable resource, providing environmental education
and awareness of our natural resources. The park 
encompasses over 80 acres, including wetlands, prairie,
interpretive trails, demonstration garden, and a variety of
wildlife. The building features hands-on displays, wildlife
exhibits, classrooms, and meeting space. A variety of 
programs are offered for the general public, school
groups, preschools, scouts, and special interest groups.
Programs presented at our site or yours. 

DIRECTIONS TO MAJESTIC VIEW NATURE CENTER
7030 Garrison Street, Arvada, CO, 80004

720-898-7405

From the east: Wadsworth to 68th Avenue, west to
Garrison Street, north on Garrison Street to the Center.
From the west: Oberon Road to 66th Avenue, east to

Garrison Street, north to the Center.
“Oh No! Is my class available?” 

Please register at least three days in advance to allow instructors sufficient time to prepare. Classes that do not meet the minimum
registration three days before class may be canceled. Don’t hesitate . . . register online today at www.arvada.org/nature.

REGISTER ONLINE! 
Please find a link on www.arvada.org/nature “Public
Classes” page for online registration. Register Today! 
We strive to offer high quality programs for all ages.
Please register at least three days in advance to allow 
instructors sufficient time to prepare. Classes that do not
meet the minimum registration three days before class
may be canceled. If you can no longer attend, please call 
720-898-7405 ASAP to cancel.




